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Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to Week 10 and the last week of Term 3. Wow,
Sawyers Valley! What a great last few weeks we have had!
Since the last newsletter we have had several whole school
major events that I hope you enjoyed as much as I did.
SCHOOL PRODUCTION AND YOUTHFEST
On Tuesday 5 September we saw our students perform in the
School Productions, There’s a Sunflower in my Supper, and
Musicville. It was such a wonderful event and our students
really showed off their talents with gusto. Last Saturday most
of the students performed at Youthfest with terrific results. I
would like to congratulate Mrs Shaw on her commitment to
providing this wonderful opportunity for our students. A big
thank you also to staff who supported behind the scenes at
these events, and to our parents for all the support in
organising your children.
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FACTION CARNIVAL
It was terrific to see the wonderful display of school spirit and
sportsmanship during the Faction Athletics Carnival held on
Thursday 7 and Friday 8 September. Congratulations to
Magpies, the winning faction and to all the championship boys
and girls. I was also really impressed and grateful for the
parent support with so many offering to take on jobs for the
day. Thank you to Mrs Alison Charman for her overall
coordination of this event. It was wonderful to see so many
families enjoying the sunshine and the sport, but under the
shade of our shade sails, provided by our P&C.

P&C LOGO COMPETITION
Thanks to the students from Years 5 and 6 who have already given us some ideas for a new logo for
the P&C. Anyone can enter this competition. Just come up with an design that includes the following:

P&C Name

School Name

Clever slogan

Eye-catching logo
Make your design colourful but it must be hand-drawn. No computer graphics please! Leave your
entry at the office by Friday 13 October.
FOCUS BEHAVIOURS
Our most recent focus behaviours were introduced with a role-play during Week 9’s operational
assembly. Students have been working very hard to learn and practise these behaviours.
Our focus matrix behaviours are:
Look after the school and others’ property and equipment.
Use equipment the way it is meant to be used.
Look after our school animals and local environment.

BEHAVIOUR WHEEL ‘SPIN OFF’ AND
WINNING FACTION FOR TERM 3
Congratulations to Ellh, Mia, Matthew, Ciara,
and Room 3, whose names were drawn out at
assembly on Monday. It is great to see so many
of our students earning tokens for displaying
our focus behaviours in the Expected Behaviour
areas of Strive for our Personal Best,
Respect Others, Act Responsibly and Show
Compassion. Congratulations to the winning
faction for the fortnight:

MAGPIES

242

PENGUINS 311
SWANS

292

As it is the end of term, all of the faction points were tallied up and the winning faction for Term 3 is…
PENGUINS, with 1289 Faction Points counted over the term! We have something planned for the
winning faction for this Thursday lunchtime!
SCHOOL HEALTH PLAN
This is the last installment of parent information fact sheets for Term 3’s health focus: Medicine
Safety (K-4) and Drug Education (Y5-6). This week I have included two Fact Sheets with this
newsletter to support the curriculum in classrooms. This week’s topics are:
Using emergency services http://www.sawyersvalleyps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/using
-emergency-services-yr-2.pdf
Rules about alcohol http://www.sawyersvalleyps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/rules-aboutalcohol-yr-5.pdf
In Term 4 one of the focus areas of our Health Plan will be Bike and Road Safety. I will be including
fact sheets in the newsletter to support this focus. We hope that these resources will help you to have
discussions with your children about these very important areas.
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PLAYGROUND BUSY BEE
On Sunday 10 September we held a Busy Bee to progress work on the new playground soon to be
finished on the sloped area outside Room 4. This more challenging play area will be available for
play for all of our students and will also be further developed during one of our Clubs courses in
Term 4. I would like to offer a heartfelt thank you to all of the families and staff who helped out on the
day, but also to those who provided morning tea for the workers. Those helping out on the day
included:
Danielle Murphy
Fiona Kent
Di Brown and Jed Aldrich
Carey Stewart
Kym Little
Tonya Wood
Fiona Collopy, Steven Hill and Hayley Collopy
Alison and Keith Grassick and children
Laura and Ryan Mead and children

Sarah Duffus, Sean Monro and children
Darin and Oliver Turpin
Bronwyn Weir and Stephen Jones
Lauren, Rich and Jasper Buckels
Kjerstin Hickey and Marcus
Katherine Cowton and children
Sharon and Bruce Newton and children
Amber and Ben de Ree and children

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAYS AND TERM DATES
Remember that Term 3 concludes for students on Thursday at 2.30pm. There will be a school
development day this Friday.
After the holiday break there will be a school development day on Monday 9 October. Term 4
commences for students on Tuesday 10 October. I would like to wish everyone a safe and enjoyable
holiday.
Kind regards.
Fiona Collopy
Principal

Chaplain’s Corner
Hi Everyone,
We are at the end of another busy term! I hope that everyone has a safe, relaxing and enjoyable
school holidays. School holidays are a good time to re-focus on our self-care. Self-care is anything
that you do that helps to maintain your physical, mental or emotional health. Things like exercise,
doing the things you love, hobbies are all good examples of self-care strategies. Self-care helps you
to feel healthy and relaxed and feel better equipped to tackle life busyness.
I have been visiting classrooms as usual each week and have enjoyed getting to know the goings on
in each room.
I have been working a lot with the Compassion Team organising fundraisers and running the Activity
Club. Activity Club is on Monday lunchtimes. We have been learning to draw, crafting and making
bookmarks. All welcome!
If I can be of help to anyone, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school, you would be most
welcome. I will be in the Parent Hub every Tuesday from 2.30pm if you would like to have a chat or I
can be contacted by email (rachellez@youthcare.org.au). I am here to support and encourage the
school community.
Rachelle Zarb
Youthcare School Chaplain
Work days -Monday and Tuesday

School Board Chair Report
Dear Students, Parents and Staff,
During the last meeting of the School Board, we voted to include a regular Chair Update in the
newsletter following each meeting. The gives interested people an insight into the kinds of issues the
Board considers, and a sense of progress against the School’s Business Plan. The Business Plan is
the main focus of the Board. Through it we can consider strategic issues, while maintaining the
required distance from operational matters. Operational matters are the proper domain of the
Principal and school staff. The Board is provided with an overview of these matters through a regular
update on the School’s finances and developments through the Principal’s Report.
Our September 4th meeting was another good one. We are fortunate to have a broad range of
committed community, staff and parent members on our Board, who take the time to review a range
of pre-reading and meet, often late into the evening, to discuss and develop our School’s strategic
initiatives. It all happens because of this commitment, and through the able leadership of Ms Collopy.
The following issues were discussed:

Annual School Review – Each year at this time, Ms Collopy provides the Board an insight into
the ongoing development of the school’s operational plans, in terms of how each is delivering on
the strategic objectives set out in the Business Plan. Board Members are invited each year to
attend the School Development Day, to develop their understanding of the school’s planning
process.

School Board Effectiveness – Each year at this time we review our own performance. This is a
healthy process for any organisation. Overall, we are developing well. We have a relatively new
cohort, Principal and Chair on the Board at the moment. The last year has seen the School
evolve considerably, and the Board along with it. We look forward to continuing this process.

Frequency of meetings – we voted to increase the number of Board meetings to 3 per term, in
Terms 2 and 4. Meetings were running long and continuity of the discussion was being affected.
We will review this as we go.

Reflection on the Delivery and Performance Agreement – from time to time we review our
compliance with this governing agreement. We are tracking well.
Enjoy your school holiday and I look forward to another great term in Term 4.
Kind Regards
Erik Stanton-Clements
School Board Chair

CanTeen, The Australian Organisation for Young People Living with cancer, is the
national support organisation for young people (aged 12–24) living with cancer;
including cancer patients, their brothers and sisters and young people with parents
or primary carers with cancer.
CanTeen was created by young cancer patients back in
1985 and its policies are guided by young people living with cancer. Also
present in New Zealand.
On the last Friday of October, Friday 27th, CanTeen hold National
Bandanna Day. Bandannas are available from the office for $5.
MISSION STATEMENT
Sawyers Valley Primary School aims to create and foster an environment where students
become independent learners, enabling them to take responsible control of their lives and
contribute meaningfully to society.

Sawyers Valley P&C News
Sawyers Valley Primary School Faction Carnival
A big thank you to all our bakers out there that donated to this years Faction Carnival Cake Stall.
There wasn’t a single cupcake or slice left at the end of the day! Also a huge thank you all our
volunteers who helped run the stall on the day, especially Bronte for cooking the
sausages. Your help is very much appreciated, the day would not have been successful
with out these wonderful ladies.

Uniform Shop news
The Uniform Shop will be closed this Friday
The shop will be back open 1st Friday of Term 4, 13th October, in the Bristol Building. Order forms are
available from the Wet Area and can be placed in the locked black tin next to the photocopier or
email svpspcuniforms@gmail.com.au

We now have all stock for sale at the Uniform shop!!
The Uniform Shop will no longer be accepting donations of the old style grey polos, black pants, shorts or
skirts. We are overflowing with these items and can’t sell them faster then they are coming in. Thank you to
all who have kindly donated over the years.

Secretary Needed
Due to unforeseen circumstances the roll of Secretary has become available. We are
looking for a volunteer to join our P&C until the end of the year. As the Secretary you
will be responsible for sending out emails members advising of
meetings, requesting and emailing reports and the taking and distributing of the minutes of
the meeting. If you would like to join our fun and friendly P&C, then please email
svpspc@gmail.com.

Cadbury Fundraiser
During Term 4 we will be doing a Cadbury Fundraiser. If you would like to sell a box
of chocolate to support our school, please email svpspcfundraising@gmail.com and
register your interest.

COMING EVENTS
Term 4 Cadbury Fundraiser

The next P&C meeting will be Term 4
in the Parent Hub.
All are Welcome
We can be contacted via the Sawyers Valley Primary School P&C Facebook page, or email at
svpspc@gmail.com .

‘SAKitToMe’ Bags
6 beautiful designs to choose from
$5.00 each
The P&C has got ‘SAKitToMe’ Bags for sale in the Uniform Shop. These
bags are made by Envirotrend and are eco-friendly shopping bags. They fold
up to the size of a mobile phone to keep in your handbag, car, or even in
your kid’s school bag. These usually retail for $10.00 each.

Contact Details
General email: svpspc@gmail.com
Uniform Shop email: svpspcuniform@gmail.com

NO ALLOWED ON SCHOOL GROUNDS
Please remember that due to health and safety of our students, dogs are not
permitted on school grounds, not even if they are on a leash.
COMMUNITY NEWS
The school is often asked to include community news or additional information sheets with our newsletter but please be aware
that the school does not necessarily endorse or recommend these particular services.
Send your kids to UWA these school holidays… Spring Program: Tue 26 Sept - Fri 6 Oct
2017. The UWA Kids Sports Holiday Programs are fun and exciting, multi-sport day camps for children
aged 5–13 that run during the school holidays. For more information - info@sport.uwa.edu.au or 6488
2286
Swap Meet… Fundraiser for Sawyers Valley Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade Inc. Sunday 15 th October,
7am-12pm (Sellers 6am). Mundaring Recreation Grounds, Mundaring Weir Road, Mundaring

“Mums Raising Teen Girls”
This workshop will discuss:

The importance of the mother-daughter relationship

How mums can be positive role models for their daughters

How to better understand the challenges of their daughter’s teenage years

How mums can enhance their daughter’s self-esteem
Date: Monday 9th October 2017
Time: 6.30 to 9.00pm
Where: 22 Southport Street, West Leederville
Bookings are essential - please phone 61640200 to enrol
“Dads Raising Teen Girls”
This workshop will discuss:

Building a positive relationship with your teenage daughter

Issues teenage girls face today

How to cope with the changes in your teenage daughter

What do teenage daughters need from their dads

Practical ways you can help her make better choices
Date: Monday 9th October 2017
Time: 6.30 - 9.00pm
Where: 22 Southport Street, West Leederville
Bookings are essential - please phone 61640200 to enrol

A big THANK YOU to all of the dedicated families that
came to support our BUSY BEE!
Thanks to our P&C too for supporting the event!
Thanks to you all, we achieved a HUGE list of jobs! We weeded, installed the slide,
mulched, moved/adapted and refurbished our school worm farms, cut down a weedy
wattle, painted our cubby, painted our boat, installed a very cool climbing wall (thanks
BRUCE!!), removed a fence (thanks Darin and Oliver!) and took out plants! PHEW! We
all went home tired but feeling very satisfied with a job well done!

Simon Cherriman came to our school to monitor
our Nest Boxes!
Thanks to the P&C for arranging a special visitor to our school. On Friday 15
September, Simon Cherriman, our local environmental biologist and bird expert, came
to our school to talk to the students at our Assembly. He spoke about local species of
birds, especially the ones that we installed nest boxes for in 2015. He then took a
group of students out to monitor the boxes and catch up on what had been happening in
and around each one.
The students learnt about what to look for when checking the boxes for local
inhabitants! So far we have had red-capped parrots, galahs, wood ducks and even a
phascogale check out and use our boxes! A lovely mother duck is currently laying in
one of our boxes and we were very excited to discover seven beautiful eggs! He even
found a caterpillar on his jumper sleeve and then made a point of taking it over to a
bush so that it wouldn't get stepped on - a great illustration of one of our focus
behaviours!
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