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Welcome to Week 4. I am looking forward to our Faction
Swimming Carnival to be held this Thursday. Students from
Years 4-6 will participate in this event.
CENSUS AND STUDENT NUMBERS FOR 2018
Last Friday 16 February was census day when all students
enrolled and attending in each public school were counted.
Schools receive their resource allocation based on this
number. We have 192 students enrolled in our school for
2018, two more than at this time last year.
BEHAVIOUR WHEEL ‘SPIN OFF’
Congratulations to our ‘Spinner Winners’, Tehya (twice!),
Manny, Sienna, Montana and Dayna, whose names were
drawn out at assembly at Week 3’s operational assembly. It is
great to see so many of our students earning tokens for
displaying our focus behaviours in the Expected Behaviour
areas of Strive for our Personal Best, Respect Others, Act
Responsibly and Show Compassion. Congratulations to the
winning faction for the fortnight: Swans!

MAGPIES
PENGUINS
SWANS

172
227
185

STUDENT EXPECTED BEHAVIOUR CODE
This week during our operational assembly we introduced
three new focus behaviours to our students. Staff and student
leaders presented role plays around these behaviours and
these will be followed up in each classroom.
Maybe your child has already received a Faction Token for
displaying our positive behaviours!

Respect
others

Show compassion

Listen to and acknowledge the ideas of
others.
Use encouraging words to build one
another up.
Look for the best in situations.

DEVELOPING A GROWTH MINDSET
These behaviours are important as they help to develop a Growth Mindset. Often children may not
realise what lies beneath the surface of success, as is illustrated
by our iceberg illusion. A Growth Mindset expands our brain and
helps us learn better because we don’t give up. We are not
scared if we make mistakes because we know that they are an
important part of learning.
It is important to Respect others by listening to and
acknowledging their ideas. That way people know that their
efforts, ideas and contributions are important and will feel
encouraged to have a go at new things. It will help us get better
at trying and not giving up when the work is hard. We can Show
compassion by using encouraging words helps to build others up.
This helps people feel good about themselves and the work they have done. It always helps to have
people encouraging you and supporting you when you are trying something new, especially if it is a
bit hard. Sometimes when you make a mistake or things might not work out the way you want them
to it could make you upset or angry. It is important to understand that making mistakes is an
important part of learning. Looking for the best in situations helps you to see that you can learn from
every situation. It also helps you to be a happier person.
YEAR 6 STUDENT LEADERS
I have been enormously impressed with the fantastic ‘can do’ attitude of our Year 6 Student Leaders
so far this year. I know their teachers have been equally impressed. All of these young people
belong to one of four teams to reflect our Student Expected Behaviour Code and this week they
commenced some new projects around the school. Our Respect Team has been surveying the
classes to decide on some new Behaviour Wheel incentives; Our Personal Best Team designed and
presented a role play to show off our new behaviours to the school; The Responsibility Team decided
upon a competition to encourage our students to bring in old batteries to be recycled; and the
Compassion commenced lunch time activities, including setting some play equipment up on the lawn
area outside the staffroom to help our Year 1s transition into the big playground. On Tuesday 20
March these students will attend a special GRIP Student Leadership Conference with Mr Johnston
and me to learn more about aspects of leadership.
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARGES
We have had only a very low number of families pay these contributions so far this year. These funds
form an important part of our school budget. It would be appreciated if these contributions could be
paid as soon as possible. Thank you for your support on this.
STUDENT SAFETY AROUND CAR PARKS
In the interests of keeping our children safe I ask that parents and students avoid walking through the
car parks. Please use the pathways to enter and leave the school grounds rather than cut across car
park. Cars backing out of bays often have difficulty seeing small children. Please also note that the
Barlow Street car park is clearly marked and is reserved for staff only. This is a safety precaution as
it minimises the number of cars arriving and leaving the grounds during school drop off and pick up
times.
P&C WELCOME MORNING TEA
It’s a new year and we have many new families who have joined our school community. To say
welcome and also to introduce themselves, the P&C will hold a special morning tea on Friday
morning at 9.30am to welcome back the ‘oldies’ but also to say hello to our ‘newies’. Hopefully the
time of 9.30am will allow plenty of time to drop off your children before joining us in the library for a
cuppa. Please come along and meet us all! A reminder that the P&C Annual General Meeting will
be held straight after the welcome morning tea in the library.
Kind regards.
Fiona Collopy
Principal

ROOM 1
Cooper
Solomon

ROOM 3
Kai

ROOM 5
Campbell
Bonni
Buddy

ROOM 7
Owen
Sienna
Ashleigh

STUDENT SOCIAL WORK SERVICE
Hi everyone
I hope you are all well. I take this opportunity to introduce myself to you
all. I am Shinto Varghese, a student social worker from UWA. I am
here as part of my second year field placement. I work in the school
Monday to Thursday on school time.
I am so excited to be here at sawyers Valley Primary School. I believe
that everyone has unique talents and strengths and I value your ideas,
thoughts and actions. My role as a student social worker may benefit
you in some way. Please feel free to have a conversation with me if you
are facing some issues. You may have seen me before or after school,
as I have been making sure that I am out and about at that time.
Kind regards
Shinto

FROM OUR SCHOOL BOARD CHAIR
Dear Parents, Community Members and Staff,
I would like to extend a warm welcome to the 2018 school year, on behalf of the School Board. To
our new students and parents, this is an exciting time. I encourage you to get involved and support
our wonderful students and staff. We have a great school that is constantly growing and developing,
and we welcome your ideas and energy. To our return students and parents, welcome back!
The Board held its first meeting on Monday 12 February at our usual time of 6:30pm. It was nice to
catch up with members and begin the work anew after a pleasant summer break. An exciting
development is that we are seeking three new members to further diversify our membership. Please
see the invitation to submit an expression of interest BELOW. We reviewed plans to progress our
Positive Behaviours Program, as we reach the end of Tier 1. The focus will be on developing staged
consequences and staff capability to further support desired behaviours and positive approaches to
resolving issues (faction tokens are an example). The discussion then turned to the School’s
ongoing focus on developing a ‘growth mindset’. A way to think of this is as shifting away from
praise and punishments approach to encouraging good effort and understanding why goals are
important. You will start seeing posters around the school and other information, as part of this
initiative. We then considered the Board’s functions and planned the meetings for the year. Next
was a discussion of the school’s finances and how this might be enhanced through additional grants
or donations. The Board will be exploring these opportunities throughout the year and we welcome
your ideas. We closed with a discussion about the school dress code. It will be revised to allow for
scarves and medic alert bracelets. The new uniforms have been a success, and the relationship
with our new supplier is working well. The few issues that arose have been resolved at the
supplier’s expense.
I wish you the very best for the year ahead. As always, please approach any of us with your
thoughts and comments about the direction the school is taking.
Warm Regards,
Erik Stanton-Clements
Board Chair
INVITATION FOR NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Dear Parents, Community Members and Staff
The School Board is currently seeking three new members. This is a great opportunity to influence
the future direction of our school. The Board helps the Principal set the strategic direction of the
school. Our guiding document is our Business Plan, which you can review on our school website
http://www.sawyersvalleyps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/SVPS-Business-Plan-201618.pdf.
Over the course of the year, new initiatives and progress against the Plan are discussed, developed
and endorsed, as a way of building in the view of the broader school community. It is a great group
of people and a very rewarding experience. We would love to have you join us (especially another
Dad or two, as our Mums are doing most of the heavy lifting J). You can express your interest or
ask further questions by sending an email to our School Board secretary, Di Brown at
Diane.Brown@education.wa.edu.au. Please provide a short statement of the strengths you may
bring to the School Board.
Warm Regards
Erik Stanton-Clements
Board Chair
THRASS CHARTS
The Thrass Charts are a literacy tool which is used by students throughout the school. The chart can
be retained for future years. Year 4 to 6 students change to a smaller chart.

Pre-Primary to Year 3 costs $6.30.

Year 4 to Year 6 costs $4.50.
THRASS CHARTS can be purchased through the school office.

Chaplain’s Corner
Hi Everyone,
I was very lucky to have had a couple of donations of fabric to enable me to continue with my
Calm Down Cubby which is currently taking shape in my office. The plan is for a quiet space for
children who need a place to calm down. A bonus is that I plan for it to look fantastic. I will also
have a few cushions, fairy lights, books, colouring in and calming aids. If you have anything
suitable that you would like to donate, it would be much appreciated.
Activity Club will resume this week. My new compassion team have some great ideas for this so I
am looking forward to getting this started again.
I will continue to be wandering around in the mornings. Grab me if you want a chat with yourself
or your child.
Enjoy your week!
Rachelle Zarb
Youthcare School Chaplain
Work days -Monday and Tuesday

BULB FUNDRAISING ‘Tulips With A Difference’
In previous years I have used ‘Tulips With A Difference’ to fundraise for various projects.
This has been very successful so if you would like some lovely blooms in your garden, please take a
look at the brochure.
The school receives 30% of all sales and you have until the 16 th May to get orders in.

MISSION STATEMENT
Sawyers Valley Primary School aims to create and foster an environment where students
become independent learners, enabling them to take responsible control of their lives and
contribute meaningfully to society.

SAWYERS VALLEY P&C NEWS
P&C Welcome Morning Tea and AGM
The P&C would like to invite current parents and new parents to a morning tea.
When: Friday 23rd February 2018
Where: The Library
Time: Morning Tea 9.30
AGM: 10.00am
The P&C are looking for new members for 2018. Have you ever thought about joining your schools P&C, do you
even know what the P&C does? Sure, you see a lot of fundraising done by the P&C for our school, but then who
decides what is done with those funds? But we aren’t just all about raising money for the school. The P&C is
here to bridge the gap between the parents and the school. Being involved with the P&C gives you a closer connection to your child/children’s education. You have an opportunity to have your say on issues and policies of
your school. And you will also help decide how those vital fundraising funds are allocated.
Being a member does not have to take up much of your time, you don’t have to attend every meeting, you can
give as much or as little of your time. All help is welcomed and valued. The more members the P&C has the
broader the range of opinions, which gives the P&C a greater opportunity of providing the school with better
resources. Plus, it is a fun way to meet and get to know your school community.

Cake Stall
Year 4, 5 & 6 Faction Swimming Carnival
The P&C will be running a cake stall at this years Faction Swimming Carnival and would love all donations of
baked treats to sell. All donations can be dropped off to the Wet Area before 8.45am on Thursday 22nd Feb.
We will also be selling coffee/tea, drinks and a sausage sizzle for purchase by parents and spectators on the
day. Just a reminder that the Student Sausage Sizzle forms are due back Tuesday 20th Feb.

Uniform Shop news
Will be open Friday 2.30pm to 3.30pm
in the Bristol Building. Order forms are available from the Wet Area and can be placed in the locked
black tin next to the photocopier or
email svpspcuniform@gmail.com.au

The next P&C meeting will be the AGM 10am Term 1 23rd February 2018
In the Library
All are Welcome
We would love to see new members next year. If you would like more information we can be contacted
via the Sawyers Valley Primary School P&C Facebook page, or email at
svpspc@gmail.com.

COMING EVENTS
Cake Stall at Swim Carnival 22nd February 2018
Morning Tea & AGM 23rd February 208

Contact Details
General email: svpspc@gmail.com
Uniform Shop email: svpspcuniform@gmail.com

‘SAKitToMe’ Bags
6 beautiful designs to choose from
$5.00 each
The P&C has got ‘SAKitToMe’ Bags for sale in the Uniform Shop. These bags are
made by Envirotrend and are eco-friendly shopping bags. They fold up to the size
of a mobile phone to keep in your handbag, car, or even in your kid’s school bag.
These usually retail for $10.00 each.

COMMUNITY NEWS
The school is often asked to include community news or additional information sheets with our newsletter but please be aware
that the school does not necessarily endorse or recommend these particular services.
IMMUNISATION CLINICS…

Midvale Community Health Centre every - Wednesday 9am to 2.15pm

Chidlow Child Health Centre - 1st Thursday every second month 1.45pm - 2.45pm

Glen Forrest Child Health Centre - 3rd Thursday 1.30pm - 2.45pm
Always bring your child’s “Purple Baby Book” or vaccination record card with you. Appointments are
essential. Phone 61511308.
Miningioccol always available free.
SAWYERS VALLEY BASKETBALL CLUB... invite you to join the upcoming inaugural 2018
Winter season. All games will be played indoors in the new stadium. Registrations are now open and
can be made at: https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?
aID=22751&pKey=4bc96f218a92ea614f738062ff85c0ce&cID=233063&formID=54301
Registrations close on 1 March 2018. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us
either by email at sawyersvalleybbc@gmail.com or by contacting our Secretary/Registrar, Kay Brown
on 0417 965 485.
SHIRE OF MUNDARING… Blue Sky Festival, on 17th March 2018 we are holding a festival in
the area around Sculpture Park, Mundaring from 10.00am – 4.00pm. The objective of the day is to
heighten awareness about sustainability issues, to foster local resilience and to celebrate the
wonderful, natural environment of the Hills. There is a flyer on the pinup board in the Wet Area.
PERTH HILLS UNITED FC... welcomes junior players aged 5yrs+ for its 2018 season. Information
days: 17 & 24 February 2018 at: Harry Riseborough Oval, Mundaring. Register online now at
www.phufc.com.au or for more information, email vicepresident@phufc.com.au
AUSKICK...register With Mt Helena JFC By 11th March for FREE Auskick For 2018.
www.aflauskick.com.au Find us on Facebook " Mount Helena Junior Football Club" Mt Helena JFC
meet and greet for all teams Auskick to Juniors Sunday February 25th 11am till 1pm.
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