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Welcome to Week 8 and the countdown to the end of this
term and our school year. We have a busy week ahead as our
teachers apply their finishing touches to their student reports
and prepare for our end of year celebrations. Student reports
will be sent home on Tuesday 12 December. This
Wednesday our students from Rooms 1,2 and 3 will go on an
excursion to the zoo and our Year 6 students will attend camp
at the Ern Halliday Camp School In Hillarys from Wednesday
to Friday.
YEAR 5 STUDENT LEADERSHIP
This week on Thursday, while the Year 6s are away on camp,
all Year 5 students will be involved in an intense Leadership
Course with me. Over the day the students will learn how to
become effective leaders in preparation for Year 6. Their main
goals to consider will be:

Who are our role models and why?

What strengths do we have as leaders and which ones
do we need to improve?

How we can work together as a group to achieve a goal?
BOOK FAIR
As part of their preparation the Year 5
students will coordinate a mini Book Fair
to be held on Thursday afternoon from
2.00pm in the library. Parents and
families are welcome to come along and
browse the collection to purchase books
for their children if they so wish.
TWILIGHT WALK
It was lovely to see so many of our families being shown
around the school by their children during our Twilight Walk
held last Thursday evening from 4.00pm – 6.00pm. Thanks to
our wonderful staff who worked extremely hard to coordinate
the displays. I know they would have loved the opportunity to
show off our school to you all – and thanks for those who
even brought extended family along! There were many
students who worked hard during the event too, conducting
tours or being involved in performances. Thank you to our
school volunteers, P&C and School Board members who
helped out in many ways, such as in the Old Schoolhouse, in
the Parent Hub or just by talking to people who visited our
school.
FOCUS BEHAVIOURS
Thank you all for your follow up at home of our focus
behaviours.
Our focus matrix behaviours are:
Wait for others to finish before speaking.
Listen to and acknowledge the ideas of others
Be a positive role model.

SAWYERS VALLEY PRESENTATION EVENTS
Remember that Friday 8 December at 9.00am will be the Presentation Assembly and we invite you
all to come and celebrate the achievement of your children. A number of awards will be presented
during this assembly to each class and to selected students in specialist areas.
All parents and family of our graduating Year 6s are invited to join us to celebrate their primary school
years on Tuesday 12 December at 6.00pm. At this time our Year 6 students will be presented to our
school community. This ceremony is a highlight of the school calendar each year. However we will
be sad to see these young people leave our school community as they move into the next stage of
their schooling.
SCHOOL HEALTH PLAN
Part of the school’s health curriculum for Term 4 concerns Bike and Road Safety. This newsletter’s
factsheets are to support some of the activities students will no doubt be doing in the summer months
to come:

Scooters: http://www.sawyersvalleyps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/scooters_yr4.pdf

Stop look listen think: http://www.sawyersvalleyps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/
stop_look_listen_think_f.pdf
All fact sheets can be located under the Policies section on our school website.
APPLICATION FOR SPECIALIST SCIENCE LABORATORY
I am pleased to let you know that our school has been successful in our application for a specialist
science laboratory. Work on making some changes to our current Art Room to enable it to also
function as a Science Laboratory will occur during 2018 or 2019 depending on construction
schedules. We will also receive $25 000 to purchase science resources to equip the laboratory.
Funding will be allocated to our school on completion of the refurbishment. These new facilities and
resources will allow us to grow our science program and motivate and engage our students to excel
from Kindergarten right through to Year 6 and beyond.
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARGES
Our Voluntary Contributions and Charges chart advises parents and carers of the amount of
Contributions and Charges that will be requested in 2018.
Contributions are voluntary however they are an essential part of the school’s income. For 2018,
Sawyers Valley’s voluntary contributions are set at $60.00 for each child. Where families have more
than one child at the school, a discount will apply for the second child to be $55.00, and the
contribution for each child thereafter will be $50.00.Payments may be made in a lump sum or by
instalments through the front office.
A schedule of charges is provided to assist families to plan for costs associated with school activities,
such as swimming lessons, incursions, excursions and Year 6 activities such as Camp.
The Sawyers Valley Primary School Board has approved this schedule. Further information can be
found in the Parent Handbook, available at the office or on our website.
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAYS FOR 2018
The School Board has endorsed the dates for our School Development Days for 2018. These days
are set aside to allow school staff to be involved in professional learning and planning. There are six
days set aside over the year. An additional half-day is scheduled for Thursday 12 April to allow staff
to conduct parent interviews. Dates for 2018 are as follows:
Term 1
Monday 29 January and Tuesday 30 January
Thursday 12 April from 12.00pm (Parent Interviews)
Term 2
Tuesday 5 June
Term 3
Term 4

Monday 16 July
Monday 8 October and Friday 14 December

These dates have been revised due to an error noted for the Parent Interview date and June school
development day.

ROOM 1
Reed
Codie
Heidi
Tehya
Dayna

ROOM 2
Lachlan
Darcy

ROOM 4
Jasper U
Neve
Jasper B

ROOM 5
Keaton
Oliver

ROOM 3
Nicholas

ROOM 7
Jamie
Josh
Emily

SWIMMING LESSONS
Swimming lessons will commence for students from P-6 on Monday 4 December. These will run until
the end of term with the last lesson on Thursday 14 December. The timetable is as follows:
GROUP
Depart
Arrive
Lesson
Pickup
Rooms 1, 6 and 5
12.35pm
12.50pm
12.55 – 1.35pm
1.45pm
Rooms 2 and 3 (Ps only), 7 and 4
1.20pm
1.35pm
1.40 – 2.20pm
2.30pm
Kind regards.
Fiona Collopy
Principal

SCHOOL BOARD CHAIR’S REPORT
Dear Parents and Community Members
The Board met on Monday, 13 November to:

Review progress and school finances (through Principal’s Report) since the last meeting;

Consider progress against Business Plan targets;

Review and endorse the Bushfire and Critical Incident Management Plan;

Review and endorse Voluntary Contributions and Charges; and

Plan School Board participation in the Twilight Walk.
1. Progress since the last meeting - The Board endorsed the School’s approach to resolve road
safety issues in the car parks and surrounding roads. Monitoring is underway, with future steps to be
determined as part of the CHAT program (below).
2. Principal and Finance reports - This was a report full of positive results. Our School was granted
$5,000 to further develop our Health and Safety program, under the umbrella of the CHAT
(Changing Health Acting Together) program – a coordinated approach to improving these aspects of
school operations. The Board is pleased to note the alignment between CHAT and our successful
Positive Behaviours program, in the areas of Resilience and Wellbeing, Drug Education and Road
Safety.
3. Overall the School is progressing well against the Business Plan. Staff are committed to improving
reading and writing performance, while most other areas are either trending towards the target or
meeting the target. Plans to redress a drop in attendance rates are in their early stages. Our
prospects for retaining Teacher Development School status are considered good, despite an overall
halving of the State-wide program. Staff efforts to further incorporate digital technologies into the
curriculum are reflected in a recent application for a digital technologies grant. We continue to attract
new enrolments and will grow to 195 students, well within the Board’s maximum target of 220
students.
4. The Bushfire Plan and Critical Incident Management Plans, as prescribed by the Government and
based on area and risk profiles, were updated and endorsed.
5. The Board endorsed the Schedule of Voluntary Contributions and Charges for 2018. There is no
increase from last year. Some costs previously left off the Schedule were included to better enable
parents to plan.
It was terrific to be able to join with other Board Members to participate in the Twilight Walk on
Thursday 23 November to meet with parents and promote our School.
The Board will meet for the last time in 2017, on 28 November. This is traditionally an informal
meeting to celebrate and reflect on the dedication of our Parents, Staff, Community Members and
Board Members who give their time and energy to sustain and grow our School; to consider our
achievements and the events of the past year; and to begin looking ahead to 2018.
Kind regards
Erik Stanton-Clements
School Board Chair

Grounds Note From Mrs Kent
As the hot weather arrives and the lovely rains become rarer into the summer
months, you may notice that some of our lawn areas begin to look a little worse for
wear. This is due to the amount of rock we have here under our lawns especially in
the Early Childhood area.
In some parts the dirt is only about 15 to 20 cm deep.
What this means is the roots basically cook and the lawn wears very quickly with
approximately 60 + feet on it each day.
Over the Christmas break I work to repair and get the Early Childhood lawn back as
much as possible for the new year but once the children are back the same thing
happens.
The lawns are watered as allowed however this does not solve the underlying
problem of the rock.
Be assured that all that can be done is being done to keep the grounds looking
wonderful.
Thank you and regards,
Mrs Kent.

Chaplain’s Corner
Hi Everyone,
I have lots of crazy ideas and so it’s great when one of them actually happens. I am currently in
the process of building ‘Calm down Cubby’ in my office. It will be a safe place which can be used
when some alone time is needed. Cushions, Books and calming aids will be available inside it to
use. So…… if anyone happens to have calico or any patterned fabric that they no longer need
feel free to send it my way. It would be much appreciated. When completed I will add some
photos or feel free to come and have a look.
I have allocated 1:1 time available each week for any children who would benefit from this. These
discussions can be for topics such as friendship issues, anxiety, family separation and grief and
loss. If you think your child would benefit from this please speak with your child’s teacher and a
referral can be passed to me.
I have been working a lot with the Compassion Team organising fundraisers and running the
Activity Club at Monday lunchtimes. The next few weeks we are card-making. All welcome!
If I can be of help to anyone, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school, you would be
most welcome. I will be in the Parent Hub every Tuesday from 2.30pm if you would like to have a
chat or I can be contacted by email rachellez@youthcare.org.au I am here to support and
encourage the school community.
Rachelle Zarb
Youthcare School Chaplain
Work days—Monday and Tuesday

MISSION STATEMENT
Sawyers Valley Primary School aims to create and foster an environment where students
become independent learners, enabling them to take responsible control of their lives and
contribute meaningfully to society.

Dental Van Hours
As you may have noticed the dental van is now at our school in the Sawyers
Road car park.
Children registered with the School Dental Service will be collected from the
classrooms for their check-up. You will be notified if your child/children
require any treatment such as fillings etc. They will start with the Year 6
registered students.
Dental van hours: Mon-Fri 8:15am—4.00pm.
Phone Number : 0407 594 254 (this phone does not accept text messages)
Staff : Andrew (dental therapist), Sharon (Dental Care Assistant) and Dina (our Dental Officer – 1 day
per fortnight).

As part of their preparation to be students leaders in 2018 the Year 5 students will
coordinate a mini Book Fair to be held
This
Thursday 30 November from 2.00pm in the library.
Parents and families are welcome to come along and browse the collection to
purchase books for their children if they so wish. More information will be available
on Monday - and watch out for the posters on display around the school!

COMMUNITY NEWS
The school is often asked to include community news or additional information sheets with our newsletter but please be aware
that the school does not necessarily endorse or recommend these particular services.
Kids Holiday Art Classes… www.dandylion.biz
Cost: Early Bird $40 half day / $70 full day
Where: Mundaring Sharing, 3 Craigie Place Mundaring
Email: teresakileff@yahoo.com
Phone: 0416150776

Sawyers Valley P&C News
Christmas Stall 2017
The P&C will again be running a Christmas stall in the Parent Hub
Room on Thursday of school 7th December from 8.30am to 9.00am.
The stall will also be on Friday the 8th December from 8.30am to 9.00am. Prices
start from $1.00 up to $10
If you would like to make a donation of clean label free jars or
chocolate or wrapped lollies we could use to make up some goody
jars there will be a box in the front office until Friday.

Cadbury Fundraiser
All monies are now due back this Friday. Lee is no longer doing Fundraising for the
P&C so if you could please place all funds into the Dockers Box in the Front Office.
Please make sure you put your name and clearly label as Cadbury Fundraiser. The
P&C thank you for helping us with this Fund Raising Event.

COMING EVENTS
Cadbury Fundraiser Funds Due Friday 1st December
Christmas Stall Thursday 7th December
Christmas Stall Friday 8th December

Uniform Shop news
Will be open Friday 2.30pm to 3.30pm
in the Bristol Building. Order forms are available from the Wet Area and can be placed in the locked
black tin next to the photocopier or
email svpspcuniform@gmail.com.au

We now have all stock for sale at the Uniform shop!!
Remember to get your order in now ready for 2018

The next P&C meeting will be the AGM Term 1 2018, (date to be confirmed)
in the Parent Hub.
All are Welcome
We can be contacted via the Sawyers Valley Primary School P&C Facebook page, or email at
svpspc@gmail.com .

Joining the P&C
Have you ever thought about joining your schools P&C, do you
even know what the P&C does. Sure you see a lot of fundraising
done by the P&C for our school, but then who decides what is
done with those funds? But we aren’t just all about raising money
for the school. The P&C is here to bridge the gap between the parents and the school. Being involved with the P&C gives you a
closer connection to your child/children’s education. You have an
opportunity to have your say on issues and policies of your school. And you will also help decide how
those vital fundraising funds are allocated.
Being a members does not have to take up much of your time, you don’t have to attend every meeting,
you can give as much or as little of your time. All help is welcomed and valued. The more members
the P&C has the broader the range of opinions, which gives the P&C a greater opportunity of providing
the school with better resources. Plus it is a great way to meet and get to know the parents of your
school community.
So how do you get involved, easy just come along to any P&C meeting. The meetings are friendly and
relaxed and we try to make them as quick as possible. For more information please contact:
svpspc@gmail.com

Contact Details
General email: svpspc@gmail.com
Uniform Shop email: svpspcuniform@gmail.com

‘SAKitToMe’ Bags
6 beautiful designs to choose from
$5.00 each
The P&C has got ‘SAKitToMe’ Bags for sale in the Uniform Shop. These
bags are made by Envirotrend and are eco-friendly shopping bags. They
fold up to the size of a mobile phone to keep in your handbag, car, or even
in your kid’s school bag. These usually retail for $10.00 each.

