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Welcome to Week 10 and our final newsletter for 2017. What
an exciting one it has been! By now you will have received
your children’s Semester 2 reports as well as letters from
them about their new classrooms and teachers for next year.
The children all participated well in their transition lessons to
experience their new classrooms for next year.
We really enjoyed meeting some of the new
students who will be attending our school next
year too!
PRESENTATION ASSEMBLY THANK YOU
Thank you for your attendance and participation in last
Friday’s presentation assembly. It was a fitting celebration for
all our achievements over the year. Congratulations to all
those who were awarded book prizes. It was terrific to see so
many parents and family members turn out to celebrate the
event with their children, and it was great to talk to so many of
you after the event at our thank you morning tea for school
volunteers. A big thank you to the P&C for holding the
Christmas Gift Stall on Thursday and Friday mornings.
EXPECTED BEHAVIOURS AND RONA MAYCOCK SHIELD
Our focus matrix behaviours are:
STRIVE FOR YOUR PERSONAL BEST
RESPECT OTHERS
ACT RESPONSIBLY
SHOW COMPASSION

IN THIS ISSUE
Thursday
Early Close 2.30pm
Students Last Day
Wednesday 31 January
Students Return for
Term 1 2018

WINNERS
Congratulations to Evie, Annie, Emily, Bonni, Rick and Ellh
whose names were drawn out at assembly yesterday during
the SPIN OFF. We had a record number of tokens in the box.
Congratulations to Magpies who were the winning faction for
the year after a very close year. There was only 17 points
between first and second place and 56 points spread
between them all. The Rona Maycock Shield was presented
to Magpies during the Presentation Assembly last Friday
morning.

MAGPIES

2159

PENGUINS

2142

SWANS

2103

SAWYERS VALLEY YEAR 6 GRADUATION
Tonight we hold our Year 6 Graduation, starting at 6.00pm in the school’s undercover area. The
graduation is the most important event in any school year, as it celebrates the collective efforts of our
whole school community in raising and educating our children. In front of their families, teachers and
special guests, including the School Board, our Year 6 students will be presented to the school
community as graduates of our school. I would like to thank the Graduation Committee and the staff
of Room 7 for their hard work in coordinating this event.
ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND – DANGER ISLAND
The adventure playground is evolving with Mrs Kent and
the Danger Island Clubs students working hard over the
term to progress some of our ‘old tyre’ experiences. You
will notice that the dragon retaining wall is taking shape
and soon there will be some soft fall mulch around the
base of the slide. I would also like to belatedly thank
Mundaring Rotary for their donation towards this
playground and our Clubs course. This playground will
definitely be the only one of its kind!
CONGRATULATIONS TO MATTHEW DAY
Well done to Matthew Day who was the recipient of a very
special award recently provided by the Shire of Mundaring.
Mrs Kimberley Shaw nominated Matthew for the award for
his work on the School Production. The Hugo Throssell
Citizenship Award was presented to Matthew at a special
event at the KSP Writer’s Centre on Sunday 3 December.

SCHOOL HEALTH PLAN
Part of the school’s health curriculum for Term 4 concerns Bike and Road Safety. This newsletter’s
factsheets are to support some of the activities students will no doubt be doing in the summer months
to come:

Quad bikes and kids: http://www.sawyersvalleyps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/
quad_bikes_and_kids_yr6.pdf

Child safety on rural properties: http://www.sawyersvalleyps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2017/12/child_safety_on_rural_properties_yr4.pdf

Backseat boredom busters: http://www.sawyersvalleyps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2017/12/backseat_boredom_busters_yr3.pdf
All fact sheets can be located under the Policies section on our school website.
Finally, I would like to thank the staff at Sawyers Valley Primary School for all their hard work
throughout the year and for their commitment to the quality education of all of our students. A special
thank you, also, to our committed P&C and School Board members who have achieved amazing
things for our school. Thanks also to those parents and family members who also help out in different
ways over the year. Finally to our students - congratulations on a wonderful year! I would like to wish
everyone a safe and enjoyable holiday and festive season.
Please remember that Term 1 2018 commences for students on
Wednesday 31 January. Monday 29 and Tuesday 30 January are school
development days.
Kind regards.
Fiona Collopy
Principal

DOIN’ IT FOR THE KIDS
Sawyers Valley Primary School is a small school with a big heart. It has a strong environmental and
community focus, and is fortunate to adjoin a Shire reserve, small wetland, and the headwaters of the
Jarrah Creek. In 2015, a small group of ambitious parents with one of the schools early childhood
teachers, applied for a Community Action Grant through State NRM. The main aims were to build an
outdoor classroom in the nature play area, and to deliver environmental and cultural heritage
education to students, through incursions and signage.
The grant was approved, and in 2016 the NRM team oversaw the construction of the outdoor
classroom, which includes engravings of the six Noongar seasons. Two very special incursions took
place, one from the amazing Noel Nannup, who spoke about the history and beliefs of the Wadjuk
people from the local area. The other from the Nearer to Nature (N2N) Program in the Parks and
Wildlife Service, who spoke of the ways the Wadjuk people used the local flora species.
In 2017, three interpretive signs were developed and installed. One was on the spread of the
devastating Phytophthora dieback disease, and the other two were on the six Noongar seasons of
the Perth Hills. One of the Noongar season signs actually sits on the side of the Heritage Trail near
the school so the community can enjoy the information too.
Finally, a considerable amount of weed control was carried out in Jarrah Creek reserve to enhance
the habitat for native flora and fauna species. School principal, Fiona Collopy said, “Receiving this
grant has meant a great deal to us. It has enabled us to bring together so many important aspects of
our school curriculum in valuing, sustaining and enjoying our natural surroundings and cultural
heritage. Our Nature Play space is certainly well used by our staff and students, and it is a very
popular area of our school.”
Bronwyn Scallan from Perth NRM attended the outdoor classroom launch in November and was
impressed by the high level of parental involvement, in partnership with local experts and the wider
community, to design and build the beautiful outdoor classroom and create the Noongar six season
information and dieback interpretative signage.
“Perth NRM is thrilled to be involved in projects that support communities to disseminate cultural
information. This is such an asset for the Sawyers Valley children and extended community” said
Bronwyn.

Article provided by Nicole Willers

Sawyers Valley P&C News

I would like to on behalf of the P&C thank all the parents and school community for supporting us
and our fundraising events. The major fundraising event for this year was our school disco which
was a huge success. The P&C took over the running and organisation of the disco this year. We
changed the format with a whole school disco which was well received. We also added a photo
booth giving each child a free photo, which proved to be very popular.
With the funds raised this year we have been able to supply the school with another set of
dictionaries, an Iscope, have our School Song and National Anthem displayed in the undercover
area and support the new play area (Danger Island) being built next to room 4.
This year also saw the introduction of the new school uniform. It is great to see nearly all the
students are wearing the new uniform already in the 1st year of transition.
I would also like to thank all the members of the P&C who have so happily donated their valuable
time and do an amazing job at running our events. Your help is gratefully appreciated and our P&C
would not be able to run without you. I thank you for the support you have shown me over the
year .
Lastly I would like to wish the Year 6 leavers all the very best as the leave Sawyers Valley Primary
for High School next year.
Wishing everyone a safe and Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you
all in 2018.
Alison
President
Sawyers Valley Primary School P&C

Uniform Shop news
Will be open Monday 22nd January 2018 10am-3am
in the Bristol Building.
Order forms are available from the Wet Area and can be placed in the locked black tin
next to the photocopier or email svpspcuniform@gmail.com

The next P&C meeting will be the AGM 9.15am Term 1 Friday 23February 2018
in the Parent Hub.
All are Welcome
We would love to see new members next year. If you would like more information we can be contacted via
the Sawyers Valley Primary School P&C Facebook page, or email at
svpspc@gmail.com.

Joining the P&C
Have you ever thought about joining your schools P&C? Do you
even know what the P&C does? Sure you see a lot of fundraising
done by the P&C for our school, but then who decides what is done
with those funds? But we aren’t just all about raising money for the
school. The P&C is here to bridge the gap between the parents and
the school. Being involved with the P&C gives you a closer connection to your child/children’s education. You have an opportunity to have your say on issues and policies of
your school. And you will also help decide how those vital fundraising funds are allocated.
Being a members does not have to take up much of your time, you don’t have to attend every meeting, you
can give as much or as little of your time. All help is welcomed and valued. The more members the P&C
has the broader the range of opinions, which gives the P&C a greater opportunity of providing the school
with better resources. Plus it is a great way to meet and get to know the parents of your school community.
So how do you get involved, easy just come along to any P&C meeting. The meetings are friendly and relaxed and we try to make them as quick as possible. For more information please contact:
svpspc@gmail.com

Christmas Stall 2018
The stall was again very successful this year raising well over $300. I hope all the
mums, dads, grandparents and siblings enjoy opening their special gifts this Christmas. A very big thank you must go to our amazing Fundraising Co-Ordinator, Bronte.
Many hours of hard work that went into creating the wonderful and clever gifts sold at

Contact Details
General email: svpspc@gmail.com
Uniform Shop email: svpspcuniform@gmail.com

‘SAKitToMe’ Bags
6 beautiful designs to choose from
$5.00 each
The P&C has got ‘SAKitToMe’ Bags for sale in the Uniform Shop. These
bags are made by Envirotrend and are eco-friendly shopping bags. They fold
up to the size of a mobile phone to keep in your handbag, car, or even in your
kid’s school bag. These usually retail for $10.00 each.

MISSION STATEMENT
Sawyers Valley Primary School aims to create and foster an environment where students become independent
learners, enabling them to take responsible control of their lives and contribute meaningfully to society.

Chaplain’s Corner
Hi Everyone
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!!! I hope everyone has a safe, relaxing and happy break
spending time with those you love. I will be at Sawyers Valley Primary in 2018 on Mondays and Tuesdays. I am looking forward to a
great year. Take care.
Rachelle Zarb
Youthcare School Chaplain
Work days -Monday and Tuesday

IMPORTANT NOTE FROM THE DENTAL VAN
We close our doors over the Christmas period starting 3pm Thursday 21 December 2017, reopening on
Monday 29 January 2018.
For emergencies on Friday 22 December 2017 you can contact the Middle Swan Dental Therapy
Centre on 9250 7342 between 8-3pm.
If you experience a dental emergency after the 22 December or during the
Christmas period please contact 9325 3452 for information on dental
emergencies. Alternatively visit your local private family dentist.
Our contact details are as always 0407 594 254 (not text/SMS enabled).
Email: DarlingtonMobile@dental.health.wa.gov.au
Just to let all the Year 6 students know they remain eligible for free dental care
in the School Dental Service along with all other high school students up until
the end of Year 11 or the age of 17. If you have sought private dental care and wish to withdraw
consent (so no further appointments are sent to you unless requested), please contact us with the
details above.
Please ensure that if your contact details change that you inform us as we rely heavily on being able to
contact you. We do not have access to the schools information so parents need to inform us if
addresses or numbers change.
The Dental Van will remain at Sawyers Valley Primary School until approximately Wednesday 28
February 2018. Following this we will move onto Clayton View Primary School (then Helena Valley
Primary).
Thank you and Merry Christmas

Wishing our students and their
families a
wonderfully happy Christmas.
We hope you all have fun and
keep safe during the holidays.

