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Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to Week 6. I hope you all enjoyed our long weekend
with a public holiday for Labour Day.
SCHOOL CAPTAINS
Last
Friday
the
school announced its
School Captains for
2018.
During
Monday’s operational
assembly our Year 6
students presented
their speeches to our
staff and students on
why
they
would
make a good school
captain. I am so very
proud of all these young people for being brave and speaking
in front of our whole school. Congratulations to Amelie and
and Teagan who were selected by the staff to represent
Sawyers Valley as School Captains for 2018. Amelie and
Teagan will head up our Student Council comprising students
from Years 2-6 from Rooms 4, 5, 6 and 7. Their peers from
within their own classes will elect the Student Councillors. Our
Student Council will be announced at Room 5’s parent
assembly in Week 7.
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA
Last Friday our school participated in Clean up Australia by
having each class pick up rubbish from a designated area
around our school environment. After a motivational speech
from our school’s Waste Warriors the students went to work.
Thankfully the rubbish that you see in this photo was largely
found in the areas immediately adjacent the school rather
than inside its grounds. The students were quite disgusted at
the amount of rubbish that appears to be thrown out of cars
and then makes its way into Jarrah Creek and our wetlands,
as well as along the roadside. Hopefully next year there won’t
be as much rubbish!

STUDENT EXPECTED BEHAVIOUR CODE
We continue to work with our students on developing a growth mindset through explicit teaching and
reinforcement of our focus behaviours. Our next SPIN OFF will be held on Monday 12 when six
lucky winners will be spinners! Our student leaders from the Respect Team have surveyed each
class and decided upon some new incentives for the Behaviour Wheel.

Respect others

Show compassion

Listen to and acknowledge the ideas of others.

Use encouraging words to build one another up.
Look for the best in situations.

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARGES
Last week we submitted the results of last year’s payment of Voluntary Contributions to the
Department of Education. Here are the results:

Kindergarten – 81.99%;

Pre-primary – 81.83%;

Years 1-6 – 58.97%.
This means that on average we have only 66.96% of families who paid their contributions in 2017.
We are hoping for a much higher rate this year! These funds form an important part of our school
budget. It would be appreciated if these contributions could be paid as soon as possible. Thank you
for your support of our school.
SCHOOL HEALTH PLAN
Our school has a Health Plan which maps out our health curriculum over the year. It can be found in
the Policies section of our school website. As it is vital that we all share responsibility for our student
health and well-being, school newsletters will contain important information around the lessons that
are occurring in each class. Term 1’s focus is Resilience and then over the year the skills that our
students will learn can be applied to new contexts such as drug education, road safety etc. Our first
fact sheet is called:

Creating resilient kids together - http://www.sawyersvalleyps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2017/05/creating-resilient-kids-together-yr-4.pdf
Although there is a year level on this fact sheet, it can be applied to students across the school.
DANGER ISLAND TO OPEN SOON
Thanks to the generosity of time, labour and materials
from our parents, staff and students (Danger Island Club
Crew) we are pleased to announce that the playground
area known as Danger Island will be formally opening for
business in Week 7. Last week Mrs Kent and Mo Brown
worked hard on the tyre bridge, which looks great! We will
have a ‘soft’ opening in Week 6 so that the students from
the Danger Island Clubs course can admire and assess
their hard work in designing. Then in Week 7 the area will
be formally opened with all classes accessing the area on
a daily roster. Several tyre sculptures are still to be completed by the Danger Island Club crew but
these will occur over the term under Mrs Kent’s guidance.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND STUDENT SAFETY - EVACUATION DRILL
Student safety is paramount to our school and we are committed to ensuring that we are well
prepared in the event of an emergency. Last Friday our school held an Evacuation Drill to test out our
procedures in the event of a bushfire that might come close to the school. On this occasion we held
our drill straight after assembly when all students had returned to their classrooms. The emergency
signal (which is a loud ‘whoop whoop’ siren) was sounded and all classes and personnel assembled
in the ‘Safer Location’ until they heard the ‘all clear’. Staff held a debriefing session following the
event to fine-tune roles and responsibilities.
THANK YOU
We have some very generous parents in our school community. A big thank you to Sean, Mick and
Mo who have helped so much with various projects around the school. Soon more work will be done
to complete the shed next to the cubby in the early childhood area to store the sandpit toys. This will
save so much time for our assistants in the morning and afternoon when setting up and packing
away the play equipment for our children. We really appreciate the work done by so many volunteers
around the school.
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NEW P&C COMMITTEE
On Friday 23 February the P&C Annual General Meeting was held. I would like to offer my heartfelt
thanks to the outgoing committee for 2017 on behalf of our school and thank them for their
considerable contribution to our school community. Congratulations to the newly elected P&C
Office Bearers and Executive Team:
I look forward to working with our new P&C in 2018.
Kind regards
Fiona Collopy
Principal
FACTION SWIMMING CARNIVAL YEARS 4 - 6
On Thursday 22 February our students from Years 4 to 6 participated in the annual faction
swimming carnival. The weather was superb as were the students!
Swimming races can be very challenging, particularly because we don’t get to practise them at
school and some students naturally were a bit nervous. However, every student entered the water in
at least three events.
Overcoming fears plays a big part in developing resiliency and contributing to feelings of high selfworth.
It was a joy to watch all swimmers doing their best and supporting and encouraging their peers.
Congratulations to Swans who won the day but congratulations to Magpies too who were only four
points behind them! Our champions and runners up on the day were:
Year 4

Champion
Charlotte G
Ethan Z

`

Runner up
Leah M
Buddy M-L & Ethan C

Year 5

Mia T
Milan M

Ashleigh W
Keaton H & Liam P (tie)

Year 6

Amelie L
Jamie L

Lilie O
Owen H

Thank you again to everyone who was able to help, especially the recorders, judges, starters and
race marshal. Finally a big thank you to the P&C and their band of helpers for the yummy sausage
sizzle and the very busy cake and drink stall, and thank you to all of our busy parents who found
time to donate something to the stall. It was such a wonderful day and we already cannot wait till
next year!

Chaplain’s Corner
I can’t believe that we are halfway through the term already!
Activity Club resumed last Tuesday at lunchtime. My new compassion team are most organised and
we had a great time colouring in and chatting. They have some great ideas for this year.
I will continue to be out and about in the playground in the mornings. It is becoming a really good
time to greet everyone as they arrive at school.
If I can be of help to anyone, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school, you would be most
welcome.
I can be contacted by email rachellez@youthcare.org.au I am here to encourage and support the
school community.
Hope you have a great week!
Rachelle Zarb
Youthcare School Chaplain
Work days –Monday and Tuesday

2017 SAWEYERS VALLEY P & C PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The 2017 year for Sawyers Valley P&C has been a tough one. We did not have a Secretary for most of the year which
made meeting preparations very difficult. Despite this set back I think we managed to have a positive year and provide
Sawyers Valley Primary School with some extra resources.
2017 was the first year of the new design for our uniform. There were a few teething problems with the new uniform
company with delivery but overall it was success. A suggestion I would make is to give the Uniform Shop their own spending
power. Many of the hold ups with ordering new stock comes from having to have a meeting to approve the funds to
purchase new stock. With membership numbers down in 2017 it was very difficult to have the quorum needed, which meant
lengthy delays in ordering.
It is pleasing to see that a large majority of students chose to wear the new uniform. The new design looks great and we
have had a lot of feedback from other school and community on how smart our students look when out on excursions.
Even though volunteer numbers were down this year, we still managed to raise $6,784.24. The volunteers all worked
extremely hard this year and should be very proud of their efforts. Our school benefits greatly from the many hours of work
they put into each event.

Fundraising Event
Faction Swimming Carnival Years 4 - 6
Easter Raffle
Mother’s Day Stall

$307.20
$449.90
$252.95

Lightning Carnival Lunch/Cake Stall No1
Lightning Carnival Lunch/Cake Stall No2
Disco
Cross Country Cake Stall
Father’s Day Stall
Faction Carnival Stall
Cadbury Chocolate Drive

$1027.05
$1328.70
$744.58
$352.15
$135.20
$809.20
$675.65

Christmas Stall
Staff Development Day Lunch (2 Days)

$253.75
$1006.74

Every year the P&C try to provide Sawyers Valley Primary School with extra-curricular resources to help in the education of
the students and support structures around the school. This year has been no different. The P&C has donated $8,246.73 to
the school.

School Donations
Simon Cherryman talk and nest box relocation
Set of Class Room Dictionaries
Iscope
Concrete for the shed (Early Learning Area)
Memorial for Mr Metaxes
Shade Sail
Movie Night 2016
Free Lunches

$355.00
$300.00
$170.00
$220.00
$268.00
$5000.00
$1056.00
$760.79

I believe the P&C provide a vital role in the quality of education to the students of Sawyers Valley. Not just through the funds
donated to the school, but helping the decision makers of the school understand how things might seem from a parent
perspective. I personally get a sense of satisfaction with the interaction I have with the teachers of Sawyers Valley through
the P&C. I am very proud to have been the 2017 President and look forward to fantastic 2018.
Alison Grassick
President

Sawyers Valley P&C News
The P&C had the AGM on the 23rd of February. It was so nice to be able to welcome a few new faces
to the P&C this year. I would like to thank everyone who came to the morning tea and then stayed and
signed up for this year. We are set to have a great year. I would like to introduce you to our new Office
Bearers for 2018:
President:
Alison Grassick
Vice President: Bronte Osborne
Secretary:
Michelle Ramsey
Treasurer:
Laura Mead
Thank you so very much ladies for signing up this year.
If you are still interested in joining the P&C but were unable to attend the AGM, please email Michelle
on svpspc@gmail.com.

Swimming Carnival Cake Stall
We had another successful cake stall and sausage sizzle at
the swimming carnival.
A big thank you to all our bakers who donated some yummy
treats, especially the baker of the chocolate brownies.

Easter Raffle
The P&C will be selling raffle tickets for our Easter Raffle. Packs will go
home with the students shortly. Raffle tickets will $2.00 each. The raffle will
be drawn on the 29th March at the end of the Colour Run. There will be a
major prize winner for each class, plus all students will receive an Easter
Treat. Money and tickets can be placed in the Dockers box in the front
office and are due back Monday 26th March 2018.

COLOUR RUN 2018
Colour Run is coming to Sawyers Valley. As one of our major fund raisers this
year, the P&C will be having a Colour Run on the 29th March. A information
pack and how to fund raise will be coming home this week. If you don’t receive a
pack by Friday please email the P&C and we will make sure we will get one to
you.

COMING EVENTS
Easter Raffle 29th March 2018
Colour Run 29th March 2018
Mother’s Day Stall May 2018

TERM 1 CALENDAR
WEEK

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

29/1
SDD

30/1
SDD

31/1
Students
Return

1/2

2/2

2

5/2

6/2

7/2

8/2

9/2
Honour
Certificate Assembly

3

12/2
Board Meeting

13/2
Room 6 Parent Meeting
2.50pm

14/2

15/2

16/2

4

19/2

20/2

21/2
Junior Band Rehearsal 4.
Parent Meeting Rooms 1,2 &
3

22/2
Faction
Swimming Carnival
Room 5 & 7

23/2
P&C Morning Tea
And AGM

5

26/2

27/2

28/2

1/3

2/3
Honour
Certificate Assembly

6

5/3
Labour Day
Holiday

6/3

7/3

8/3

9/3

12/3

13/3

7

Interschool
Swimming
Carnival

HEC Public
Speaking
Competition

Board
Meeting

8

9

19/3

26/3

14/3

20/3
GRIP
Leadership
Excursion for
Year 6 Student
Leaders
27/3

21/3

15/3

T-20 Cricket

16/3

Room 5
Assembly

22/3

23/3

29/3
Honour
Certificate
Assembly

30/3
Good Friday
Holiday

Harmony Day
Whole School
Mascot Day
28/3

Colour Run
10

2/4
Easter Monday
Holiday

¾
Easter Tuesday
Holiday

4/4

5/4

6/4

11

9/4

10/4

11/4

12/4
Parent
Interviews

13/4
Last Day Term 1
Room 7 Assembly

Board
Meeting

(No Students from
12.00pm)

