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Dear Parents and Caregivers
Welcome back after the holidays. This term is 11 weeks long
and is as jam packed as ever. NAPLAN for our Year 3 and 5
students is happening in Week 4. NAPLAN data gives us great
information about the progress and achievement of our
students and there is nothing for students to be worried about.
I have included links below to two documents that discuss how
parents can reduce the anxiety some children experience
leading up to and after the assessment. For the majority of
children the NAPLAN assessment is just another part of their
school day.

http://www.kidspot.com.au/schoolzone/Test-taking-tipsEasing-school-test-anxiety+4161+303+article.htm

http://www.stedwards.qld.edu.au/documents/
INSIGHTSGetreadyforNaplan.pdf
Sawyers Valley PS commenced as an Independent Public
School (IPS) at the start of 2013. Each IPS undergoes an
independent review to validate the school’s progress and
achievements. Our school has the review on Wednesday 6th
and Thursday 7th May.
Commencing in Week 3 we have dance lessons. Information
has been sent home about the lessons. If you have misplaced
the information or would like clarification, please do not
hesitate to contact the office. A school dance will be held after
the lessons are finished. Later this term we have the Hills
Education Community (HEC) network Spelling Bee and Public
Speaking competitions. These events are for our senior
students.
Before I sign off, I would like to share with you all that I am
heading off on an adventure to Broome from Friday 8th May
until the end of the year. My partner has accepted a promotion
and I am heading north for the colder months! Mr Sawers, who
has been working Wednesdays here throughout term 1, will be
taking over whilst I am on leave. I look forward to hearing
about what’s happening at Sawyers Valley.
Have a great fortnight
Leanne Sheardown
PRINCIPAL

to the helpers over the holidays for the great
work done in the school grounds including the
junior area (have you walked on the new path?
Fished from the boat? and the start of the
installation of the chook pen (no chooks yet).

MISSION STATEMENT
Friday 8 May
Sawyers Valley Primary School aims to create and foster an
Last Day For Bulb Orders environment where students become independent learners,
enabling them to take responsible control of their lives and
contribute meaningfully to society.

PARENT INFORMATION SESSION
Autism spectrum disorders are disorders that inﬂuence the way the brain develops and works. Many
aspects of children’s development are affected, causing difﬁculties with communication, social
relatedness and unusual behaviours. The idea that there is a spectrum of autism disorders highlights
that children may have symptoms that range from being very severe with impacts in most areas of
their lives, to more moderate symptoms that are less limiting. (Kidsmatter). Sawyers Valley PS is an
inclusive educational setting and as such we have 14 students with a diagnosed disability, primarily
Autism. As a way of providing general information to parents about the disability, we are hosting an
information session on Tuesday 5th May from 3.30 – 4.30 in Rm 5. This session will be facilitated by
Susan Rosendorff, Associate Principal of School of Special Educational Needs: Disability along with
Louise Loosen, Consulting Teacher with School of Special Educational Needs: Disability.
Please note that children are not to be left unsupervised and you are welcome to have them sit with
you during the session.
We look forward to you joining us.

LUNCH ORDERS
The Chidlow Bakery girls would like to remind parents / students to
put your NAME and ROOM NUMBER (not year level) on all lunch orders. Many are forgetting their room number.
This makes it difficult for the bakery staff when putting the orders into the right classroom lunch basket.
Approx 50% of the school is ordering now so it is a lot to juggle.

CONTRIBUTIONS
As we are now into Term 2 we are asking families to pay your contribution of $50 per child. These
funds go towards learning areas across the whole school. These funds make a huge difference to the
extras we can provide to our students.
Other fees include $25 art and craft for kindy and Pre Primary Students. As you can appreciate with
our little ones art and craft can help so much with helping their fine motor skills, imagination and
social communication.
Also our Chaplain Fund of $10.
These payments can be made to the office or into our Bendigo Bank account:-

Account Name: Sawyers Valley Primary School
BSB: 633-000
Account Number: 150617231
If you are paying into the bank account please ensure you put your family name in the
reference / description area when making your payment so we know who has made a
payment.
Families are more than welcome to make payments in instalments.

GARDENER NEWS - BULB FUNDRAISER
Every couple of years I run a Bulb Fundraiser to assist the
school and our wonderful P&C with different projects around
the school.
The school receives 30% of all sales (last time we ended up
with around $400.00).
The quality of bulbs and service from Tulips With A Difference, a local WA
company, has always been excellent.
To receive all the discounts, the total of all sales must exceed $250.00, all orders need
to be clearly marked and returned by Friday 8th May to the Dockers box in admin
with correct cash/chq payment enclosed. (I am unable to provide change)
If you have any questions, you can find me around school or
leave a message with the office.
Each family has received a brochure and there will be extra
brochures in the wet area if needed.
Thank you for your ongoing support, its greatly
appreciated.
Regards,
Mrs Kent.

BULB ORDER - someone has placed an order using a small white envelope with
the message ‘from ???? Re bulbs. We can’t make out the name on the envelope
and there was no order form in the envelope. There is $45 in the envelope.
If this is yours please see Mrs Kent or Mrs Liddle.
Thank you
Mrs Kent

P&C NEWS
Mother’s Day Raffle
On Wednesday 29th April the children will bring home some raffle tickets to purchase to enter into
our Mother’s Day Raffle. We have been able to organise some wonderful prizes; tickets are 50
cents each or 3 for $1. Tickets stubbs with name and money will need to be returned by Wednesday 6th May to the Dockers Box in the office. Winners will be drawn on Friday 8 th May.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

P&C General Meeting
Tuesday 26th May at 2pm
in the Staffroom
Please join us to find out our plans for this year so far and to present any ideas you may have.
We invite all parents – new and existing – to attend and become a member.
Financial membership costs $1 per year, you are then entitled to vote on any decisions being
made.

Please contact us at anytime by email: svpspandc@hotmail.com

Last term, Mrs Blair's class, the Green Team, Ms Murphy and a band of happy helpers attended a
wonderful ‘Earth Day’ excursion at the Canning River Eco Education Centre. Here are some happy
snaps of our great day out!

If you are interested in viewing this years Earth Hour
documentary, check out
http://tenplay.com.au/channel-ten/appetite-forchange/2015/3/appetite-for-change

Do you remember?
In 2013 Sawyers Valley Primary School won a competition run through our local Bendigo Bank called
‘Like a Local’. We proposed the idea of constructing a community garden on the school grounds. It
was our purpose to offer its use to our older community members and invite other local community
groups to get involved.
In a nutshell – we felt that…
1.
Our garden will become a place used to build a sense of community and belonging. It will become
a hub for sustainable practice here in the hills!
2.
Our garden will be a supportive environment that promotes social inclusion. Students and
community members can develop mutually beneficial relationships that encourage intergenerational learning.
3.
Community gardening is a collaborative and active pursuit that benefits people of all ages. It
involves joint decision making and the sharing of knowledge between young and old!
The time has come to put together a steering committee to get this project off the ground! With help
from our local Hills Sustainability Group we will be inviting a range of community members and
groups to come together to drive this project. Of course we require a good representation from our
school, so if you feel this is something that you would like to be involved in – please register your
interest via the office, or see Danielle Murphy, Lucy Blair or Leanne Sheardown directly.
Our very first meeting is scheduled for May the 21st at 5pm. Please make time to come along to
this meeting if you are interested! Although the school is providing the grounds for this concept, it is
primarily aimed at servicing our community and THAT IS YOU!!!

The SAWYERS CARING
COMMUNITY GARDEN
Our proposed project is…
To design and build an easily accessible, durable and sustainable raised garden bed system using a
range of recycled materials. This garden will be utilized by our students and will be offered for use to a
wide range of local community groups.
Our very first meeting will be held here at the school on:
Thursday, May the 21st at 5pm.
The agenda is currently being developed. If you are planning to attend and have an item that you wish
to add, please email Ms Sheardown or myself, Danielle on Danielle.Murphy@education.wa.edu.au
Please talk with other community members about the project, we would like to involve as many
interested parties as possible!

The school Chook Pen – its all happening!
An exciting project that happened over the school break was construction of the school chicken pen.
Our rock solid pen was purchased from Dandy Stockyards before the break.
The metal enclosure has been constructed with buried wire and a limestone wall to discourage overfriendly foxes. The roof will go on soon and we will keep working on the outside run/pen over the term.
It is a very solid job and we are very grateful to the Rio Tinto Earth Assist team (Conservation
Volunteers WA). They came along on April the 7th and 8th to install our enclosure. The team also got
busy with some other jobs too, such as weeding our natureplay area (watsonia), installing the small
boat in the ECE area and doing some planting. They did a great job! We are also very grateful to
Fiona Kent for her guidance, use of tools and just being there to help and coordinate every step of the
way! Mrs Kent also drove to North Dandalup with her trailer to collect our pen after we received a quote
for delivery that was a little out of our price range!
A big thank you to Dr Ross Mars from Mundaring Greywater Installations (and also our local
Permaculture Guru and Grandad to Charley, Manny and Miguel) for looking over our plans and making
the final suggestions to ensure the success of the project. Phew! It is all happening!
If anyone in our school community has time to help with the final jobs to complete the pen, please see
Leanne, Danielle or Fiona.

Term 2 Planner
T2

.

1

MON
20/4

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

21/4
P&C Meeting
9am

22/4

23/5
ANZAC Service
1.30pm
Early Close
2.30pm

24/5
School
Development
Day—no students

27/4
ANZAC
Day

28/4

29/4
Yr 5/6 Incursion

30/4
Early Close
2.30pm

1/5

3

4/5
School Board
6.30pm

5/5
Dance
lessons start

6/5
School review

7/5
Early Close
2.30pm
School review

8/5

4

11/5

12/5
NAPLAN
Dance
Lessons

13/5
NAPLAN

14/5
NAPLAN

15/5
Honour Certificate
Assembly

Students
Return
Term 2
2

Assembly

Early Close
2.30pm

5

18/5

19/5
Dance
Lessons

20/5

21/5
Early Close
2.30pm

22/5

6

25/5

26/5
Dance
Lessons

27/5

28/5
Early Close
2.30pm

29/5
Assembly

7

1/6
Public
Holiday

2/6
Dance
Lessons

3/6

4/6
Early Close
2.30pm

5/6

8

8/6
School Board
6.30pm

9/6
Dance
Lessons
finish

10/6

11/6
Early Close
2.30pm

12/6
Honour Certificate
Assembly

School Dance

9

15/6

16/6

17/6

18/6
Early Close
2.30pm

19/6

10

22/6

23/6

24/6

25/6
Early Close
2.30pm

26/6
Honour Certificate
Assembly

11

29/6

30/6

1/7

2/7
Early Close
2.30pm

3/7

