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Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to Week 4. Wasn’t it great to see so many students
supporting our P&C with the Derby Day Footy Colours Free
Dress on Friday? I have to say that one of the first questions I
was asked on my arrival to Sawyers Valley was which footy
team I barracked for… Well done also to all students for
showing their school spirit during the Faction Cross Country
event last Wednesday. It was terrific to see the perseverance
and fitness of our students and I am very proud of them all.
Well done especially to our Year 3 students who, for the first
time, tackled Heartbreak Hill!
CAMP AUSTRALIA
From the start of this term the school has been offering before
and after school care courtesy of Camp Australia. The
sessions are held in Room 8 and have had steady attendance
since the start of term. Camp Australia provides some
excellent activities for our children while they are in care. They
will soon be planting a vegie garden, and then using its
produce to cook some healthy recipes. Did you know, though,
that you can also have your children involved in before or after
school care on a casual basis without having to book in
advance? We are also considering whether or not to offer the
program on our pupil free days. It would be great to get some
feedback as to whether parents would be interested in this
service on a school development day. Please email the
school at SawyersValley.PS@education.wa.edu.au if you
would be interested in this option. More information about the
program, including fees and benefits can be found on our
school website or https://www.campaustralia.com.au/Schools/
SawyersValleyPrimarySchool/8A0F.
CENSUS
On Friday 5 August we completed the August Census to
provide information to the Department of Education about
student enrolment. Our preliminary resourcing and planning for
next year is based on the information provided through this
census. Along with this count of our student enrolment, we had
to detail the attendance of our kindergarten children and also
contribute to the data collection for the Nationally Consistent
Collection of Data on Students with Disabilities. More
information and frequently asked questions are addressed on
the fact sheet also provided with this newsletter.
NATIONAL SCHOOL OPINION SURVEY
Your opinion is valuable to us and we love to hear feedback
about our school to help us grow and improve our service. All
WA public schools are required to administer the National
School Opinion Survey every two years and we will commence
these surveys this week. The parent survey is quite short and
MISSION STATEMENT
Sawyers Valley Primary School aims to create and foster an
environment where students become independent learners,
enabling them to take responsible control of their lives and
contribute meaningfully to society.

will only take a few minutes to complete but the information gained is invaluable. All survey
responses are confidential and anonymous. The parent survey will be available from 10 August to the
31 August and can be accessed through the following web link https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/
hRVYpAVL.
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
A big thank you to all board members for your active involvement in our board meeting held on the
evening of Monday 1 August. Over the next few newsletters we will be including some profiles of
board members. Our website will include the minutes of our meetings as well as a directory of the
board membership.
I am away from school this week and part of next, attending training as well as taking some leave.
My husband and I won a holiday to Bali (lucky us!) and we had booked and paid for the trip before I
was appointed to Sawyers Valley Primary School. Mr Andrew Johnston will be acting principal in my
absence.
Kind regards.
Fiona Collopy
Principal

SCHOOL PRODUCTIONS 2016
This year’s school productions will be held on
Wednesday, 14th September.
Junior Production commences at 6.30pm
Senior Production commences at 7.30pm
Kalamunda Performing Arts Centre,
48 Canning Road, Kalamunda.
This year tickets will be for sale on-line through
trybooking.com from 1st August.
The school website has the link to purchase your ticket
Tickets will not be available through the school.
Tickets prices
Children 4yrs and under, seated on your knee - free.
Adult - $15 plus booking fee
Children - $5 plus booking fee

ROOM 1
Wyatt
Manny

ROOM 4
Jacinta
Caleb
Niamh

ROOM 6
Charlotte
Ryan

ROOM 7
Keaton
Ebonee

ROOM 5
Daniella
Amelie

Sawyers Valley Victorian
Experience
Our successful Victorian classroom experience
has lead to an increased number of bookings!
We need more volunteers to help manage the
activities!! If you would like to assist we would
love to hear from you. For more information
please check out our website http://
www.sawyersvalleyps.wa.edu.au/
OR contact Carey Stewart:
Email: Carey.Stewart1@education.wa.edu.au
Phone: 92951434

Sawyers Valley Parent Hub
Our Parent Hub is open each day and parents are welcome to a cup of
tea or coffee if they are looking for a place to chat. Just place $1.00 in the
box provided.
Nurse Mary Milligan will be speaking on Thursday 18th August and all
Kindergarten and Pre-Primary parents are invited to attend.

Subscribe to our Website!
Would you like to get regular
updates form our website? If so,
you can subscribe using your
email address and you will
receive any updates as they happen. Just go to
www.sawyersvalleyps.wa.edu.au

National tree day
What a fabulous day Friday the 29th of July was! All of the students and their teachers joined Mrs Kent and
myself out in our school grounds to plant over 180 seedlings.
The students worked so hard to dig their holes, gently prise baby plants out of the pots, water and guard a range of
native trees, shrubs and grasses in many areas around our school. Right on cue the rain came that evening to settle
everything in!
Mrs Kent and I were so impressed with the students enthusiasm and ability to work cooperatively to get the job
done! No one complained that their hands were dirty and many students were keen to plant more than one
seedling! Sawyers super-stars!!!
Danielle Murphy

News from Simon Cherriman
Simon Cherriman is our local biologist and ornithologist (raptor expert). He visited the school in 2015 and
gave a very inspiring talk about his journey and how tree hollows are formed. Tree hollows are very
important for a range of nesting birds and other creatures like phascogales, bats and possums. He also coconstructed a range of nest boxes using recycled materials and installed them in trees around the school
grounds. The students were amazed to watch him abseil up the large marri tree to install the Cockatoo box
later that day! The students still recall his visit and talk of him often.
He has made a request of the families at Sawyers Valley PS and is asking for your participation in his
study.
The Perth Raptor Study Group is a closed Facebook group that aims to establish an ongoing record-keeping
system for birds of prey (raptors) in the Perth region, particularly the hills. The group was established by
Simon Cherriman in 2015 as a way to encourage enthusiastic members of the community to assist with
gathering long-term information on the populations of different species of raptor. If you are willing to help,
please keep your camera (or phone!) handy, snap a photo of any raptors you see, and post to the page
(after sending a request to be added). All information posted can be useful and this is a great way to learn
about identifying our wonderful birds of prey!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1590111617935301/
Thanks for your support,
Simon Cherriman

Book Week
Students are encouraged to dress up for our book-week theme AUSTRALIA: Story Country!
Start planning your costume now! There will be a mini parade at the start of the school day.
Gold coin donation to raise funds for the Year 6 Camp.

Bold park study tour

A group of Early Childhood Teachers will be heading off on an adventure on Thursday the 11th of
August. We will be participating in a study tour at the Bold Park Early Learning Centre down in the
city. We are all very excited and cannot wait to share what we discover!

Shout out
We have a wooden bench seat that is in need of some love, care and attention. We are
keen to situate it somewhere for the students to use but it needs some repair?
Are you able to help? Email fiona.kent@education.wa.edu.au if you can help out…

Student Green Team

The school’s new student green team are out and about at break times making sure that all of our sustainable projects are ticking along! We have had some very active members and this fantastic for our
school.
Just a reminder that we are a battery collection point here at the school. Please do not put any batteries in your bin at home, collect them and send them in to school with your child. Each classroom has a
collection container. It is the green team members job to weigh the collections each fortnight and record this information, the batteries are then placed in the central bin for collection by EMRC. Our next
collection will be September the 6th. Did you know that last year we collected over 46kgs of batteries,
great job Sawyers Valley!

Nature-play Working Group
The NRM team have done an amazing job with the design and installations of the
outdoor classroom and the swing set down in the Nature-play… Their job is now
done.
In 2013 Sawyers Valley won a competition run by Bendigo Bank called the
Community ‘U Like’ facebook competition. There was immense support from
families and other community members that meant we were awarded a cash
prize for the development of a community garden. Last year, a start-up meeting
for the school and general community was run to gauge interest in this project.
It was well attended by people wanting to share information but not by people feeling the need to create a community garden. It has therefore been decided at a school level that those funds will be diverted to another ‘outdoor’ project. Our Nature-play Zone is an area that is used by most of the students in
the school and we could certainly add to this area. The funds will go towards our Nature-play area and
could be used in many creative ways!
I have loved my involvement in the NRM team and I feel that there are other school community members that have creative ideas and some energy to share to kick-start the next phase in this play area
for our students.
I am proposing that interested people join me on August the 19 th at 2pm in the staffroom to form a new
Nature-play working group. We would meet a couple of times each term to discuss and plan and then
there would be a couple of busy bee sessions to attend. Your commitment would only be until the end
of the year. If you are interested in guiding the development of this area, or if you have creative ideas,
any sense of enthusiasm for children’s play or are handy with the tools then we want you!
Please email danielle.murphy@education.wa.edu.au to indicate your interest. Thanks!

P&C News

Next P&C Meeting

A Special Meeting will be held on Wednesday 10th August in the Parent Hub aka playgroup to discuss details
of the Quiz Night.
The meeting will start at 2:30pm.

Save The Date...

10th September 2016
Sawyers Valley Primary
School

Quiz Night!!!!

Uniform Shop News
Open Monday afternoon from
2:30pm to 3:30pm.
If you can’t make it into the shop, there are order forms and
a money tin in the wet area!!!

The 5 cent drive for
Term 3 is in full
swing. Please bring
in your 5 cent coins
to help your class
win!

P & C Contact Info
We can be contacted via the new Sawyers Valley Primary School P&C Facebook page,
by email at svpspc@gmail.com or in person at school. Feel free to contact us at anytime.

COMMUNITY NEWS
The school is often asked to include community news or additional information sheets with our newsletter but please be
aware that the school does not necessarily endorse or recommend these particular services.
Gidgegannup Basketball Club – 2016/17Season….Season Starts mid October 2011. Teams are available
for Men, Women, Girls and Boys. New and old players welcome. If you would like to register then you can
attend our registration day on Wednesday 22/08/2016, 3.30pm -6pm, at Percy Cullen Rec Centre (Toodyay
Road, Gidgegannup) or you can download a registration form from our webpage and email or fax it
back. More details are available on our webpage http://www.gidgegannup.info/sports/basketball.htm or
phone Simone Collins (Registrar) 0438 995 891
Sawyers Valley Basketball Club... would like to invite you to join for the upcoming 2016/2017 season basketball competition which runs from October 2016 to March 2017 with a break during the summer holidays. It
is open to any child who has turned 6 by 30 June 2016. We are holding a registration day at Sawyers Valley
Primary School on Tuesday 9 August from 3.00pm - 4.00pm. If you have any queries or cannot make it to the
registration day, please do not hesitate to contact us either: by email at sawyersvalleybbc@gmail.com or by
contacting our Secretary/Registrar, Kay Brown on 0417 965 485.
Swan Districts Baseball Registrations & Pre Season Training...Registrations for the 2016/2017 Swan Districts Junior Baseball Season are commencing now, either by attending the registration days listed below or by
contacting the Registrar: When: Saturday 20th & 27th of August. Time: 1 to 4pm. Where: Ron Jose Oval Gray
Drive Midvale (behind Swan Aquatic Centre). Registrar – Lynn Carter 0498688108 Registrar.sdjbc@gmail.com
Age groups - Aussie Teeball (4-7yrs), Machine Pitch u/10, Little League u/13, Junior league u/15, Senior
League u/17 and Big League u/19. Come and join in the **Preseason Training** which will be commencing on
20th August for information on how to register please see below.

This flyer came to us from two students from Chidlow Primary School and they are hoping to get
some support from our school community as well. Last week was homeless week but if you would
like to support their efforts please place your donation into the ?????

ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS AND CHIDLOW PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENTS
Next week is help the homeless week.
We are trying to organise some donations to help out Manna who do soup kitchen for the homeless
people in Perth City.
Manna is a non profit organisation who has been cooking for the homeless in Perth since 1996. It first
started with a pot of soup and now Manna do 90,000 bowls of soup with a roll 90,000 hot main meals
and 90,000 desserts every year for the unfortunate.
Could you please help us by helping them. The most sort after things they need are men’s socks, packets of pasta, rice and tins of tomatoes.
Could you please bring any donated items into class next week.
Thanks in advance for your donation Banjo and Marley

