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Dear Parents and Care Givers
With Easter rapidly approaching we have been pressed for
time to hold our annual Parent interviews. We have decided to
hold them on Thursday the 7 April. As a result the School will
closed for the afternoon to allow the interviews to take place. A
booking schedule will be made available online and a link will
be placed on the School’s website; text messages with advise
on how to find the booking link.
I would like to remind parents that the Easter break includes
Tuesday which is a public service holiday. I hope everyone
has an enjoyable break and that everyone stays safe; we want
to have everyone back afterwards in one piece.
Classes are preparing for the NAPLAN testing for the year 3
and 5s. The testing will occur during week three of next term
from Tuesday 10th May on.
We had our annual general meeting of the School Board last
night. I would like to thank our outgoing members for their
valuable contribution over the past three years. It is with
regret that we said good bye to the following serving members;
Jenny O’Hehir, Kay Brown, Noelene Reeves & Nathalie Driver.
They have helped to steer the school through the first three
years as an Independent Public School and set a clear
direction for the future of the School. In order to keep the
School heading in a positive direction we welcome Erik
Stanton-Clements, Michelle Hardy, Lee Stohr, Shorrell
Watkins, Duncan Pratt, and Cheryl Osborne and Michelle
Lloyd as community members to the board. I would like to
extend a big thank you to those new members who will bring
fresh ideas and skills to the School Board.
I wanted to extend my congratulations to all the members of
the interschool swimming team for their efforts at the
interschool swimming carnival last week. They learnt that there
is some work to do before next year, however it was a
valuable learning opportunity and the teamsmanship that they
displayed was to be highly commended. Well done everyone
involved!
We are holding a busy bee at the School on Sunday 3 rd April
to install a retaining wall outside the library and to work on the
area outside the playgroup building to improve the play area
for the younger members of our School Community. If you
have an hour to spare you would be most welcome. You could
bring a shovel and wheelbarrow if you have them handy but
they are not essential; it would be great just to have an extra
pair of hands.
David Sawers
Principal

MISSION STATEMENT
Sawyers Valley Primary School aims to create and foster an
environment where students become independent learners,
enabling them to take responsible control of their lives and
contribute meaningfully to society.

Contribution Reminders
As we are approaching the end of Term 1 we urge you to pay your contributions.
These funds go towards your child’s learning experience.
Less than half our families have paid the $50 contribution per student.
Also we have 14 students yet to pay the Art/Craft levy of $25, these monies go towards buying
those little extra fun items to enhance fine motor skills and general enjoyment to their learning
experience.
We will be contacting families early in term 2 who have not paid any contributions.
******************
As we have said in previous newsletters, part payments are more than welcome and there are
families who chosen this option. Thank you!!!
Payments can be made at the office by cheque or cash.
OR
Direct deposit into our Bendigo Bank Account

Account Name: Sawyers Valley Primary School
BSB: 633-000
Account Number: 150617231
Contributions include:

$50 per student

$25 for Kindy and Pre Primary Art and Craft

$10 Chaplain

$5 P&C

Subscribe to our website to receive daily emails with information
and updates!
Subscribe to Sawyers Valley Primary School by Email
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Chelsea
Mathew

SCHOLASTIC BOOKCLUB ORDERS
Orders are due this Thursday, please place your order with payment in the Dockers box in the office
so Mrs Holling is can order your purchase.
ROOM 1 DISPLAY
Come and have a look at the wonderful work from room 1 on display in the office.

Our first busy bee for 2016 will be held on
Sunday the 3rd of April.
9am – midday.
Mrs Kent is seeking assistance to construct a retaining wall and seating near the
library. The P&C has assisted with the purchase of a ‘retain-it’ system from the
local hardware (Makit) which is easy to install!
The playgroup also needs some assistance to start work on developing the small
play area and frog pond zone beside room 7. Labour can be shared across the two
projects!
If you can, bring along any useful tools such as rakes, shovels and wheelbarrows.
Feel free to let Fiona Kent or Danielle Murphy know if you can join us!

The playgroup will provide a yummy
morning tea for everyone to enjoy!

Easter Raffle
Today is the last day to get your Easter Raffle tickets!!!!
Tickets are $1.00 each, and there will be one prize per class and a
Teacher prize.
Make sure you get your tickets into the Dockers Box to go into the draw.
Good Luck!!
The P & C would like to wish everyone a wonderful and safe Easter Holiday
***********************************************

P & C General Meeting
Wednesday 30th March 2016 ~9:10am
To be held in the Playgroup Room – so children are welcome!
*******************************************

The P & C has a new Facebook
page!
Come check out and like our page. We will post
details about up and coming events and other
information...

********************************************************

The Sawyers Valley Family Playgroup
As the school will be closed on Tuesday 29th March, we will move our playgroup day to Thursday 31th
March.
Over the school holidays the Playgroup will be closed but we will be back and ready for fun and mischief in
Term 2. Hope to see you there...

Some exciting news for
Sawyers Primary…
Last year a team of dedicated parents and myself worked towards applying for a Natural Resources
Management Grant to enhance our eco-education and environment here at Sawyers PS.
After many, many hours of work we were able to submit a very detailed submission. We had input from
many sectors of the community: Jane Brook Catchment Group, the Mundaring Shire, Eastern
Metropolitan Regional Council, Simon Cherriman, the Bushcare for Youth program run by EMRC and
others.
Our application was successful and the group has secured $22,500 for the school!
So… what will this money fund at our school?







An eco-education incursion for the whole school run by the team at Nearer to Nature in Mundaring
(to happen in Term 4).
And a whole school incursion with Dr Noel Nannup on our indigenous heritage on the 8th April.
Weed control in our Natureplay zone and adjacent bushland
Some re-vegetation of the area surrounding our very special seasonal wetland/pond at the base of
the school
A beautiful interpretative sign to be placed near the wetland detailing the aboriginal six seasons
and flora/fauna found in the area
AND… an outdoor classroom down in our Natureplay zone consisting of a small decked stage
area and circular bench seating with specialized carving. We are also hoping to install a swing
frame built from natural materials for use by all!

Our Natureplay zone is hugely popular with the students. These new facilities will enhance it’s
functionality from a teaching and learning perspective and will add a bit of fun with the swing set!
The staff are very excited about the possibilities!
Watch this space for regular updates about how the ‘NRM’ project is progressing.
Danielle Murphy and the NRM team

Clean Up Australia Day Photos

Job well done everyone!!

LOGS LOGS LOGS…
Last week a collection of lovely big, big logs were dropped off at
our school.
Logs?
Why logs?
We had a kind offer from a special person
at the Mundaring Shire to share excess natural
materials from the recently constructed
playground at the Mundaring Sculpture Park!
Of course, the school agreed to accept any materials that come our way and could be used in our
natureplay zone.
So… where to from here? Our logs have been placed in an area that is out of bounds to the students
until we decide how to best utilise them.
There will be a call out to the Sawyers Community to assist with the preparation of these logs and the
moving of them into suitable positions in the natureplay zone.
We are likely to need suitable machinery to move the logs, such as a small excavator and perhaps a
bobcat. We will also need people with chainsaws to prepare the logs. It would be great if this could
happen during the April school holidays…
We would LOVE input from the Sawyers community on how to make the best use of these logs. Come
and chat with me or email me on danielle.murphy@education.wa.edu.au

Hills Hockey Association
Games: Sundays from 12pm
Rotation of Venues:
Lilac Hill Park, Chidlow Oval and Bob Blackburn
Reserve
Seasonal fee: $90 per player (includes
insurance, Association and Shire fees)
May until September 2016
Ages: Girls and Boys, 10 to 14 years of age
Nominate single player, small playing group or
team
Required: uniform and protective equipment
To Register
Hills Junior Hockey
Tara: 0428550133 Penny: 0432970524
hillsjuniorhockey@gmail.com

COMMUNITY NEWS
The school is often asked to include community news or additional information sheets with our newsletter but please be aware
that the school does not necessarily endorse or recommend these particular services.
Mundaring Arts Centre….
Animation Workshops
Look out! Renowned animator, Steven Aiton is coming to Midland and Ellenbrook to share his
amazing stop-motion animation skills, utilising mobile digital technology.
Starting Sat 19 and Sun 20 March children are invited to join in the fun, design their own
characters and create a series of looped, short films.
Visual Arts Workshops
Children aged 3 - 5 or 5 - 8 years are invited to join Louise Cook and immerse themselves in a
world of imagination through a variety of painting, storytelling, drawing, printmaking, sculpture
and textile activities. Parents are also encouraged to participate to share the joy of their
children’s activities.
But if a little alone time is needed, there are also adult workshops with professional artists from
the Swan Valley.
Check out the full program of workshops by visiting www.mundaringartscentre.com.au/
workshops-events/

