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Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to Week 4. It seems that a lot has happened since
our last newsletter, with an excursion to the Perth Hills
Discovery Centre and the Mundaring Sculpture Park for
Rooms 1,2 and 3, and a very special incursion, Nearer to
Nature, which involved the whole school. Thank you for
supporting our Blue Shirt Day fundraiser for the Smith Family,
as coordinated by Camp Australia last Friday. The school
raised $133 for this charity organisation. Congratulations to
students whose work was on show at the Hills Education
Community Arts Festival in Week 2. A very colourful display!
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THANK YOU TO OUR MENTORS
This year we celebrate the Mentors being at Sawyers Valley
for 15 years. Today we held a special celebration morning tea
in the staffroom for our mentors with their students, their
parents and staff. On behalf of our whole school community I
would like to thank our wonderful mentors who give so
generously of their time to provide so much support for our
students.
EXPECTED BEHAVIOUR MATRIX
During last Friday’s P&C meeting, parents had opportunity to
provide some feedback and input into the expected behaviour
matrix currently in development at Sawyers Valley Primary
School. This matrix will describe behaviours expected of our
students all the time, and also in different areas and contexts
around the school. We believe that by helping students learn
and practise these behaviours, we will build a school
community where all students have an environment where
they can succeed and grow.
MISSION STATEMENT
Sawyers Valley Primary School aims to create and foster an
environment where students become independent learners,
enabling them to take responsible control of their lives and
contribute meaningfully to society.

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARGES
Our Contributions and Charges Schedule advises parents and carers of the amount of Contributions
and Charges that will be requested in 2017.
Contributions are voluntary however they are an essential part of the schools income. For 2017,
Sawyers Valley’s voluntary contributions are set at $60.00 for each child, although for families with
more than one child in the school, there is a reduction of $5 for the second child, and $10 for each
child thereafter. Payments may be made in a lump sum or by instalments either through the front
office or direct deposit into our Bendigo Bank account. A schedule of charges is provided to assist
families to plan for costs associated with school activities, such as swimming lessons, incursions,
excursions and Year 6 activities such as Camp or Graduation. The Sawyers Valley Primary School
Board approved this schedule during last Monday evening’s meeting.
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAYS FOR 2017
The School Board has endorsed the dates for our School Development Days for 2017. These days
are set aside to allow school staff to be involved in professional learning and planning. There are six
days set aside over the year. Dates for 2017 are as follows:
Term 1 Monday 30 January and Tuesday 31 January
Term 2 Friday 2 June
Term 3 Friday 22 September
Term 4

Monday 9 October and Friday 15 December

CLASS PLACEMENTS FOR 2017
In Week 5 we will begin the process of allocating students to different class groups in readiness for
2017. The nature of our school enrolment means that there will always be a mix of split and straight
year group classes. Teachers consider many aspects when making this very important decision,
including academic, behavioural, social, gender numbers and family groupings, in order to achieve
balanced class groupings. As there could be information about your children that could assist us with
the placement of students in particular classes, we offer the opportunity for parent requests. All
parent wishes, based on the above criteria, will be considered, but these requests are only part of the
considerations that will be taken into account before the final class allocations. We cannot comply
with requests for particular teachers, as these are difficult to accommodate due to a number of
factors.
The school leadership team has determined the class structures for 2017 after considering the
student centred funding allocation for next year. We decided to run with seven classes rather than
introduce an eighth class. Eight classes would mean an increased expenditure of $100 000, and we
would have many spare places in each class that may remain unfilled. Therefore the class structure
at Sawyers Valley PS for 2017 will be: 2x K/P, P/1, 1/2, 3, 4/5, and 5/6.
Please complete the slip below if you would like the school to consider your special requests and
return it to the front office by Wednesday 11 November, 2016.

2017 Class Placement Request
Student name: _____________________________ Room/class in 2016: __________________
Special consideration (e.g. academic and learning needs, behavioural, friendships,
family groupings)
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Reason for request:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Caregiver signature:

________________________ Date: _____________________

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND STUDENT SAFETY
Student safety is paramount to our school and we are committed to ensuring that we are well
prepared in the event of an emergency. This is of utmost importance during the Bushfire Season.
Today our school held an Evacuation Drill to test out our procedures in the event of an emergency. A
long continuous siren was sounded and all classes and personnel assembled on the oval until they
heard the ‘all clear’. Staff held a debriefing session following the event to fine-tune roles and
responsibilities. As part of our commitment to the Bushfire and Emergency Plan we will hold a drill
twice a year.
Earlier in the year the Red Cross presented a lesson on ‘Emergency Preparedness’ to Year 3 and 4
students – called the Pillowcase Project and it has had very positive feedback. With the aim of
promoting and increasing community resilience we are now hosting a Red Cross Emergency
Preparedness information session for parents/carers in our Playgroup Centre on Wednesday 23
November from 9.00am – 10.00am. This informative session is approximately 1 hour in length and is
timely as we head into the summer season. Please see the information flyer that has been included
with this newsletter to register your attendance at this very important event.

SECONDARY SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS
Give your child the best opportunities to succeed! The Department is committed to helping children
succeed in school. A number of financial scholarships, grants and prizes are coordinated for young
people in secondary school so they can focus on achieving their educational goals. Further
information can be found at: http://www.education.wa.edu.au/home/detcms/navigation/education/
secondary-school/additional-learning-opportunities/scholarships/
STAFF CHANGES FOR TERM 4
Please welcome new teacher, Mrs Jo Horne, who will be teaching in Room 6 while Ms Lucy Blair is
on long service leave.
Kind regards
Fiona Collopy
Principal

Nearer to Nature Came to Sawyers!

Last Friday (28 October) both Mr C (Stephen Crane) and Mr T (Trevor Walley) visited Sawyers for
the day to lead the students through an indigenous session on our land, our country!
Classes met Mr C and Mr T down in our beautiful outdoor classroom and headed off into the
bushland close to the school. Students were then guided out onto the heritage trail and also spent
time in our amazing little wetland. Mr C encouraged the students to notice the difference between
our well cared for wetland and another tributary that was littered with rubbish, polluted and full of
weeds. His message was to listen and observe closely and know that one person can make a
difference in the care of our land!
Mr T pointed out many plants, trees and shrubs that were important in Aboriginal culture and their
many uses. Students washed their hands using the local ‘soap bush’, brushed their teeth with marri
sap and a stick and were also shown how to seal wound with marri sap. The students sang to the
stars and danced, with the younger students learning the ‘willy wag tail’ dance.
The message given to our students was that our bushland is precious, important and has the ability
to support life! It deserves our care and attention. A balance exists and our students are the
stewards for the future! Even if the details are lost, I am sure our students will remember their time in
this part of our school for years to come!
What a treat! Thank you to the NRM team for providing the school with this special opportunity…

Welcome to the Term 4 STUDENT GREEN TEAM!

Room 1
Wyatt
Flynn

Room 5
Tiffany
Mya
Ryan

Room 6
Morgan
Ryan
Ethan Z

Room 7
Annie
Chelsea
Aiyana
Ashleigh

Ms Blair and Ms Murphy appreciate your willingness to step up and take responsibility for the
sustainable projects around our school!

LOOK HOW WELL OUR LITTLE SEEDLINGS ARE DOING!!!
I wanted to share some photos of our little seedlings that were planted down around our wetland and
the reserve a few months ago… All of the lovely rain has meant that they have had a flying start!

Ms Murphy

Camp Australia’s Junior Global Citizenship Bangladesh Program
We are excited to be supporting the Junior Global Citizenship Bangladesh Program throughout term
4. The program helps children see themselves as global citizens who can contribute to a peaceful, just
and sustainable world. And by learning about people’s lives in Bangladesh we are celebrating cultural
diversity.
As part of Camp Australia’s Christmas collection your service, along with all Camp Australia services
nationally, will be creating handmade gifts (calico school bags, bookmarks and friendship bracelets) for
7,500 primary school children in Bangladesh.

Stop by and Take a Look
You are welcome to come into the program and visit us to see what activities we are taking part in and
what gifts we are preparing to support the Junior Citizenship Bangladesh Program.
Program Details
To find out more about our program, view fees and to register visit www.campaustralia.com.au
We look forward to seeing you and your family soon.
From the Team at Camp Australia

CONTRIBUTIONS
It’s not too late to pay your child’s contributions or Art/Craft levy.
These funds really help provide resources for your child’s learning. Even at this late
stage of the year your monies go into learning area Cost Centres.
Payments can be made at the office by cheque, cash or direct deposit to our Bendigo Bank Account.

Account Name: Sawyers Valley Primary School
BSB: 633-000
Account Number: 150617231
Please ensure you put:

child’s name in the reference/description area

What the payment is for

VACSWIM ENROLMENTS - DECEMBER / JANUARY
VacSwim programs operate in the December/January school holidays.
Programs currently do not operate in the April or July school holidays.
Make sure of your place by pre-enrolling before the closing date.
VacSwim has grown from its beginnings in 1919 when five instructors taught 248 children at three
venues, to become the largest vacation swimming program in Australia. In recent years, 45,000
children have participated yearly in lessons with more than 1,500 qualified instructors at more than 180
locations throughout the State.
With swimming pools and beaches a part of the Western Australian lifestyle, ensuring your child can
swim competently and safely is a must for all families.
Your child can join in the fun of learning to swim by participating in lessons that are conducted at pools
and open water venues.
Value for money swimming lessons
VacSwim lessons cost just $13.00 for a 10 day program or equivalent contact time.
This cost does not include pool entry fees.
Your children can join in the fun of learning to swim at these value for money prices:



$13.00 a person for a standard program and Early Start Program
$7.00 a person for a 5 day short program

It's even cheaper if you have three or more children:
 $35.00 a family* for a standard program and Early Start Program
 $18.00 a family* for a 5 day short program
* The family rate applies to three or more immediate family siblings who all live at the address stated on
their VacSwim account.
Find out more and enrol online at education.wa.edu.au/swimming or phone 94026412.

GSSHS GIRLS FOOTBALL PROGRAM After the huge success of our Junior Girls teams, some very talented individual players over the last couple of years and also
with the recent news of the AFL's push into Women's Football, GSSHS has made the decision to introduce a 'Girls AFL
Football Program' beginning in 2017 with a Mixed Year 7/8 group of girls.
The staff of the GSSHS Specialist Football Program are now pleased to announce this exciting news after the approval by
Admin followed by the offers just recently sent to a group of Girls who all trialled earlier in the year for the Program. The details
and description of how the Program is delivered is still being designed by staff but it will be based around and very similar to
our successful Boys Program. This means no restrictions in regards to school zone boundaries and also going through the
Trial Process for acceptance into the Program.
GSSHS have already offered just over a dozen girls a position in this first 'Girls Specialist Football Program' in WA but we
would love to add more players to this group. So if anyone knows any interested or talented female footballers in Year 7/8 in
2017, please share this great news.
NOTE: Girls in other year groups may be considered for acceptance but will not be part of the Girls only program.
For more details, students can fill out the Application Form attached or alternatively contact staff directly by email at
Samuel.Cavicchio@education.wa.edu.au for more information.

P&C News

5 Cent Drive
The Term 4 competition will run until the 30 November
to allow time for the winning class to enjoy their reward.

We are looking for anyone who is interested in joining a
‘Sawyers Valley Champion Dads Club’.
We will be organising an information evening in Term 4 – details
to come shortly.
You can find out more information at www.thefatheringproject.org

Uniform Shop News
We will be open Monday afternoons
from 2:30pm to 3:30pm.
If you can’t make it into the shop,
there are order forms and a money tin in the wet area!!!

P & C Contact Info
We can be contacted via the new Sawyers Valley Primary School P&C
Facebook page, by email at
svpspc@gmail.com or in person at school. Feel free to contact us at anytime.

