Early Childhood at Sawyers Valley
Primary School
Kindergarten to Year 2: The Early Years at Sawyers Valley
At Sawyers Valley Primary School, we believe that the child is at the centre of
all learning. We value the power of each child’s innate curiosity, resilience,
determination, sense of wonder and capacity to succeed. As educators, we view our
pivotal role in each child’s learning journey as a privilege and cherish the
opportunity we have to build the foundations for life-long learning.
We have a holistic approach whereby we cater for social-emotional, physical and
cognitive development through a balanced, inclusive program and age appropriate
strategies. Experiences are both planned and spontaneous, responding to each
child’s uniqueness and promoting agency. This is so they can become autonomous,
competent and creative learners that make choices, take intellectual risks,
reflect, problem solve and show initiative. We believe it is the craft of the
educator to attune to the children’s thoughts and feelings and design plans that
deliver a curriculum that is meaningful and where learning pathways work in
unison in an integrated, seamless and cohesive way.
A strong sense of wellbeing underpins all interactions. Priority is given to
nurturing the children and providing them with the emotional support they need.
Relationships are respectful, reciprocal, supportive and trusting, enabling the
children to feel safe and valued.
Great emphasis is placed on the potential of the environment to maximise
opportunities for all children to learn through provocations, choice, and to
scaffold and build upon culture, abilities and interests. Play is the vehicle
through which children explore and learn with educators allowing for a range
of teacher guided and child initiated situations that are catalysts for further
development of skills, knowledge and understandings.
Partnerships with families provide a context whereby there is mutual respect
between them (the children’s first teachers) and those within the school
environment. This fosters the practice of building upon prior knowledge and
experiences in order to provide for a smooth transition from home to school.
We seek sustained parental involvement in children’s learning and honour each
family’s practices, beliefs and values.
A lively culture of professional inquiry exists where issues relating to
curriculum, quality and equity can be raised and debated. This is enhanced
through continual reflection and collaboration. We promote evidence-based
practice, high quality programs aligned with whole school plans, policies and
initiatives that are tailored to our community’s context. This is enhanced
through reflection, collaboration, and analysis of a range of data and
documentation and professional learning.

Play is a child’s most serious work. It is not optional. It is fundamental.

